	
	COMMON COUNCIL

of the

CITY OF SYRACUSE

REGULAR MEETING - MARCH 10, 2008
1:00 P.M.


	(3/11)

	1.


	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag - (Led by Hon. Bethaida González, President of the Syracuse Common Council)

	

	2.


	Invocation - (Delivered by Reverend Roosevelt Baum, United Methodist Church, 
Syracuse, New York)

	

	3.


	Roll Call - (All Present - 9)

	

	4.


	Minutes - February 25, 2008 - (Adopted 9-0)

	

	5.


	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #13, “Application - To US Department of Urban Development for the City of Syracuse 2008 (Year 34) Consolidated Plan: Community Development Block Grant $6,079,707, HOME Investment Partnership Grant $1,952,638, Emergency Shelter Grant $272,258.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.) (Tom Francis, LaRhonda Ealey, Pamela Weinberg, Rita Paniagua, Kerry Quaglia)

	

	
	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #33, “Authorize - Ground Lease Agreement with Xpress Realty, LLC for property located at 123 Air Cargo Road, formerly known at the USAirways Reservations Center, at Syracuse Hancock International Airport for the period of forty-two years, March 1, 2008-February 28, 2050 for the total amount of $28,096 for the first year with rent increasing annually on March 1 equal to 2% of the lease rate for the term of the agreement.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 1:00 P.M.) (NO APPEARANCES)

	

	6.


	Petitions - (none)

	

	7.


	Committee Reports - (Economic Development & Environment; Neighborhood Preservation, Downtown & Metropolitan Planning)

	

	8.


	Communications - (From Hon. John A. DeFrancisco, NYS Senator, a letter acknowledging receipt of Common Council Resolution 6-R 2008; From the City Auditor, the Annual Comprehensive Audit Examination of Expenditures for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2006; From Walt Dixie, National Action Network, Syracuse Chapter and Preston Fagan, President NAACP, Syracuse, a letter calling for our public officials to adequately respond to the “noose incident” that occurred within the Syracuse Fire Department on February 13, 2008)

	

	9.


	UNFINISHED BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED:

	

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:

	

	a.

9-0
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse, to amend Section 5-206C and Section 5-206D, Article V, Chapter 2, Division of Purchase, of the Charter of Syracuse, 1960, as amended, to authorize an increase in the City’s current bid limits for the purchase of supplies and equipment from $7,500 to $10,000 and services from $10,000 to $20,000.


	LL

	b.

9-0
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend Local Law #2-1924, as amended, to allow the Purchase Division to scrap rather than auction City and School District Personal Property (Furnishings) items which the Director of Management and Budget, Purchase Division Analysts and the Department Head responsible for the items have deemed to be without further value.


	LL

	
	-----------------------

NEW BUSINESS

-----------------------
	

	       BY PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:


	

	10.

9-0

	Resolution - Approving the Appointment of Various Persons as Commissioners of Deeds for 2008.


	7-R

	       BY COUNCILOR JOY:


	

	11.

9-0

	Approve - The application of The Downtown Committee of Syracuse, Inc. to NYS Department Housing and Community Renewal, under the Main Street Program, for funds in an amount not to exceed $200,000 to be used for renovation and streetscape projects for the 300-500 blocks of South Warren Street. Matching funds for renovation grants ($175,000) will be provided by the building owners and for streetscape enhancements ($25,000) from the Downtown Committee.

	82

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN:


	

	12.

9-0

	Agreement - With the New York Tactical Officers Association, Inc. for the use of a Supreme BATT Level III Armored Rescue Vehicle, valued at $185,000, by the Syracuse Police Department for the period of one year. The usage fee of $6,000 per year is being waived, resulting in no cost to the City.

	83

	        BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON:


	

	13.

9-0

	Application - To US Department of Urban Development for the City of Syracuse 2008 (Year 34) Consolidated Plan: Community Development Block Grant $6,079,707, HOME Investment Partnership Grant $1,952,638, Emergency Shelter Grant $272,258. (Public Hearing held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.)


	107

	14.

H

	Special Permit - To establish an Indoor Recycling Center on property located at 817 Butternut Street. Owner/applicant Lorenzo and Angelo LaFace.


	H

	15.

9-0

	Agreement - With the Onondaga County Health Department’s Office of Lead Poisoning Control Program for the period of January 1, 2008-December 31, 2010, to provide health related services to include referrals, blood lead testing, relocation and lead poisoning prevention outreach and education. Total cost not to exceed $390,000 covered though HUD Lead Hazard Control Grant and HUD Lead Hazard Reduction Demonstration Grant, at no cost to the City.

	85

	16.

9-0

	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 517 Gifford Street, a vacant lot, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $1,925.

	86

	17.

9-0

	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 621 Marcellus Street and Ontario Street, a brick store and unfinished garage, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $15,150.

	87

	18.

9-0

	Sell - Through the Vacant Lot for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 128 Hall Avenue to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.

	88

	19.

9-0

	Sell - Through the Vacant Lot for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 132 Hall Avenue to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.

	89

	20.

9-0

	Sell - Through the Vacant Structure for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 1404-1408 Madison Street, a wood house and garage, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.

	90

	21.

9-0

	Sell - Through the Vacant Structure for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 504 Otisco Street, an unfinished wood house, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.

	91

	      BY COUNCILOR HEAGERTY:


	

	22.

9-0

	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2008/2009 Road Reconstruction Program. Total amount not to exceed $4,000,000.


	92

	23.

9-0

	Authorize - The 2008/2009 Road Reconstruction Program, as detailed in Appendix “A”, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total cost not to exceed $4,000,000.


	93

	24.

H

	Authorize - Memorandum of Understanding with the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway and the Binghamton, Syracuse and New York Railroad to provide the framework for cooperation relative to the design, construction and maintenance of the Syracuse Bridge Improvements on Auto Row Project, PIN 3753.96.

	H

	25.

9-0

	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2007/2008 City Owned Street Lighting Improvements. Total amount not to exceed $300,000.

	94

	26.

9-0

	Authorize - The 2007/2008 City Owned Street Lighting Improvements, on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $300,000.


	95

	27.

9-0

	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2007/2008 Culvert/Drainage Improvement Project. Total amount not to exceed $50,000.

	96

	28.

9-0

	Authorize - The 2007/2008 Culvert/Drainage Improvement Project, on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $50,000.


	97

	29.

9-0

	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2007/2008 Minor Rehabilitation of City Bridges Project. Total amount not to exceed $125,000.


	98

	30.

9-0

	Authorize - The 2007/2008 Minor Rehabilitation of City Bridges Project, on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $125,000. 


	99

	31.

H

	Amend - Ord. #258 (6/18/07), “Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the AXA Towers Plaza Renovation (Design Phase). Total amount not to exceed $32,900. Total project cost $400,000.” Amend the total amount not to exceed $400,000.

	H

	32.

H

	Amend - Ord. #259 (6/18/07), “Authorize - The design phase for the City owned Portion of AXA Towers Plaza. Total cost not to exceed $32,900. Total project cost $400,000.” Amend to increase the project authorization from $32,900 to $400,000, to proceed with the renovations of the City-owned portion of AXA Tower Plaza.

	H

	       BY COUNCILOR HOGAN:


	

	33.

9-0

	Authorize - Ground Lease Agreement with Xpress Realty, LLC for property located at 123 Air Cargo Road, formerly known at the USAirways Reservations Center, at Syracuse Hancock International Airport for the period of forty-two years, March 1, 2008-February 28, 2050 for the total amount of $28,096 for the first year with rent increasing annually on March 1 equal to 2% of the lease rate for the term of the agreement. (Public Hearing held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 1:00 P.M.)

	100

	34.

9-0

	Authorize - The Commissioner of Aviation to accept an Offer to Purchase from Xpress Realty, LLC for the building located at 123 Air Cargo Road, Syracuse Hancock International Airport, formerly known as the USAirways Reservations Center, at the price of $1,000,000. Transfer completed on or before March 31, 2008.


	101

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:


	

	35.

9-0

	Appropriate Funds - From 2007/2008 Cash Capital Account 07.01101 the amount of $85,000 to the Bureau of Information Systems for a new System i (AS/400) midrange computer system.

	102

	36.

9-0

	Contract - With EM Risk Management, A POMCO Company, for a Workers’ Compensation Administrative Program for the period of April 1, 2008-March 31, 2011 with one 2-year renewal option, on behalf of the Office of Personnel and Labor Relations. Total annual cost not to exceed $146,000, as detailed in Appendix “A”.

	103

	       BY COUNCILOR SEALS:


	

	37.

8-0
 Heagerty-

 abstain

	Accept - From Veterans Fasteners a donation of $1,000 for expenses associated with the May 25, 2008, Memorial Day Concert at the Palace Theatre, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.

	104

	38.

9-0

	Accept - From Price Chopper a donation of $5,000 ($1,000 winter account, $4,000 summer account) for various special events to include the Easter Egg Hunt, the Hiawatha Lake Fishing Derby, Pops in the Park, Dancing Under the Stars, All-Star Band uniforms, Movie Nights Series and the Festival of Lights, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.

	105

	39.

9-0

	Amend - Ord.#396 (07/09/07), “Agreement - With Carolyn Fitzgerald to provide senior fitness programs at the Bob Cecile Center and McChesney Park Recreation Center, for the period of July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $24,960.” Amend to include Collette Powers as an additional certified fitness instructor. Total cost to remain the same.

	106

	
	(SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA – MARCH 10, 2008)


	

	
	WAIVER OF THE RULES REQUIRED TO INTRODUCE:


	

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER:

	

	40.

9-0
	Amend - Ord. #55 (2/25/08), “Approve - Various documents as set forth in Appendix “A” in order for the Joint Schools Construction Board (JSCB) to have SIDA issue bonds for Phase I. The Office of the NYS Comptroller has approved the Phase I financial plan.” Amend to increase the par bond amount from $47,290,000 to $49,750,000 for the Joint Schools Construction Board to issue bonds for Phase I. 

	84

	
	Syracuse Common Council

Recessed at 1:15 P.M.

Reconvened at 7:00 P.M. 

Recessed at 7:15 P.M.
Reconvened at 7:35 P.M.
Adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
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