	
	COMMON COUNCIL

of the

CITY OF SYRACUSE

REGULAR MEETING - MAY 5, 2008
1:00 P.M.


	(5/5)

	1.


	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag - (Led by Hon. Bethaida Gonzàlez, President of the Syracuse Common Council)

	

	2.


	Invocation - (Delivered by Reverend Kevin Agee of Hopps Memorial Church, Syracuse, New York)

	

	3.


	Roll Call - (All Present - 9)

	

	4.


	Minutes - April 21, 2008 - (Adopted 9-0)

	

	5.


	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #35, “Approve - The Annual Estimate for the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City School District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009.” (Public Hearing held on Thursday, May 1, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.) (Sabrina Rautio, Tom Law, Vito Sciscioli, Tanika Jones, Mary Pat Walsh, Ann Marie Voutsinas, Bob Gardino, Beth Broadway, Pam Percival, JoAnn Stevens, Susan Fahey, Dan Lowengard)

	

	6.


	Petitions - (none)

	

	7.


	Committee Reports - (Neighborhood Preservation, Downtown & Metropolitan Planning (Homeless & Housing Vulnerable); Education & Human Development; Public Safety (Veteran’s Affairs)

	

	8.


	Communications - (From Peter A. Drago, Director Executive Chamber Operations, on behalf of Governor Patterson, a letter acknowledging receipt of Common Council Resolution 10- and 11-R (04/07/08)

	

	9.


	UNFINISHED BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED:
	

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:

	

	a.
9-0
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse, to amend Local Law #2 (05/22/06) relative to the manner of computation and amount of Sewer Rate established therein. Amend the sewer rate to 15% to $0.75 per 100 cubic feet, effective July 1, 2008.


	LL

	
	-----------------------

NEW BUSINESS

-----------------------
	

	       BY PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:


	

	10.

9-0

	Resolution - Approving the Appointment of Various Persons as Commissioners of Deeds for 2008.
	14-R

	       BY COUNCILOR JOY:


	

	11.

9-0


	Acquire - A Conservation Easement from John B. Ryan for Tax Parcels #036-01-03.2 and #036-02-04.1 and a portion of parcel #036-02-03.1, 104± acres, Briggs Road, Town of Skaneateles, on behalf of the Department of Water as a requirement of the June 28, 2004 filtration waiver issued by the NYS Department of Health. Purchase price of $620,300 and transaction cost of $40,000. Total cost not to exceed $660,330 from the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Land Protection Program.


	170

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN:


	

	12.

9-0


	Application & Agreement - To and with the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services Bureau of Justice Funding’s Motor Vehicle Theft and Insurance Fraud Prevention Demonstration Program for funds in an amount not to exceed $60,000 for overtime pay for law enforcement personnel combating motor vehicle auto theft in the City of Syracuse. No local match required.

	171

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER:


	

	13.

H

	Authorize - Syracuse City School District use of fund balance in the amount of $2,000,000 to balance the District’s 2007-2008 budget at $326,960,130 for expenses as detailed in Exhibit “A”.

	H

	        BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON:


	

	14.

9-0


	Agreement - Between the City and the Syracuse Urban Renewal Agency for the allocation of the $450,000 of Trolley Lot revenue to the Syracuse Urban Renewal Agency for an investor vacant structures program to provide gap financing through the Community Preservation Corporation to investors who will be purchasing and rehabilitating vacant structures from the City.


	172

	15.

9-0


	Agreement - With Community Preservation Corporation to assist in the RFP process relative to the selection of eligible participants in the $1.00 Vacant Structure Program. Total cost not to exceed $50,000. The Mayor has waived the RFP Process.


	173

	16.

9-0


	Accept - Title to the property located at 110 Shuart Avenue and Pattison Street from Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total amount of $1.00. 


	174

	17.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 414 Cortland Avenue, an unfinished brick house, to Lambert and Donna LaRode for the total sum of $9,375.

	175

	18.

H

	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 310 ½ Rowland Street, a vacant lot, to Gloria E. Becker for the total sum of $1,325.
	H

	19.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 203 W. Beard Avenue, a wood house and unfinished garage, to Paula Legore for the total sum of $24,375.


	176

	20.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Small Residential Vacant Lot Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 315 Hayden Avenue to Joseph McCarthy and Kathleen Powers for the total sum of $400.


	177

	21.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Vacant Structure for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 629 Gifford Street, a wood house, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	178

	22.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Vacant Structure for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 404 Otisco Street, a wood house, to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	179

	      BY COUNCILOR HEAGERTY:


	

	23.

H

	Authorize - Memorandum of Understanding with the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway and the Binghamton, Syracuse and New York Railroad to provide the framework for cooperation relative to the design, construction and maintenance of the Syracuse Bridge Improvements on Auto Row Project, PIN 3753.96.


	H

	24.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #355 (06/18/07), “Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the Construction Phase of the Streetscape Improvements to North Salina Street PIN #3754.07. Total amount not to exceed $200,000.” Amend total amount to $648,000. Total project cost not to exceed $1,508,038. Previous bonding of $750,000 approved by Ord. #262 (06/06/05). Total bonding for the project will be $1,398,000. The City will incur all costs and be reimbursed from the federal and state governments as detailed in Schedule “A”.


	180

	25.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #356 (06/18/07), “Authorize - The Streetscape Improvements to the 800 and 900 blocks of North Salina Street, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total amount not to exceed $750,000. Total project cost not to exceed $1,060,038, reimbursed with federal funds.” Amend the total project cost not to exceed $1,508,038. The City will incur all costs and be reimbursed from the federal and state governments as detailed in Schedule “A”.
	181

	26.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #264 (06/06/05), “Agreement - With the NYS Department of Transportation for engineering design services for the Streetscape Improvements to the 800 and 900 blocks of North Salina Street, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total cost not to exceed $260,000, reimbursed with federal funds.” Amend total cost not to exceed $1,398,000. Total project cost not to exceed $1,508,038. The City will incur all costs and be reimbursed from the federal and state governments as detailed in Schedule “A”.

	182

	27.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #369 (07/10/06), “Agreement - With Camp Dresser & McKee for design services for streetscape improvements to the 800-900 blocks of North Salina Street, on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $120,000, reimbursed with federal funds.” Amend to include additional costs of $53,000 for design services related to underground vaults, curb cuts and redesign of pavement. Total cost not to exceed $173,000. The City will incur all costs and be reimbursed from the federal and state governments as detailed in Schedule “A”.

	183

	28.

9-0


	Authorize - The City of Syracuse to adopt a Negative Declaration pursuant to the SEQR Act for the Streetscape Improvements to the 800 and 900 blocks of North Salina Street Project, PIN #3754.07.


	184

	29.

9-0


	Permission - To Syracuse University to install, maintain and operate new electrical and telecommunications duct banks and a storm water system in the Comstock Avenue, Ostrom Avenue and University Avenue rights-of-way to serve the new residence hall at 619 Comstock Avenue.


	185

	30.

9-0


	Purchase w/c/b - From Granicor Inc. granite pavers to replace the broken pavers at the AXA/STG Plaza on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $40,000.


	186

	31.

9-0


	Advertise Public Hearing - Relative to the 2008/2009 Unimproved Street (Slurry Seal) Program for the streets listed on Appendix “A”.  (Public Hearing to be held on Monday, June 2, 2008 at 1:00 P.M.)


	187

	32.

H

	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2008/2009 Unimproved Street (Slurry Seal) Program for the streets listed on Appendix “A”. Total amount not to exceed $578,000.


	H

	33.

H

	Authorize - The 2008/2009 Unimproved Street (Slurry Seal) Program for the streets listed on Appendix “A”, cost thereof to be charged to the premises fronting thereon. Charge to the proceeds from the sales of bonds, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total cost not to exceed $578,000. (Public Hearing to be held on Monday, June 2, 2008 at 1:00 P.M.)

	H

	34.

9-0


	Rescind - Ord. #90 (03/06/89), Ord. #226 (05/17/93) and Ord. #67 (02/28/00) regarding parking agreements in the Washington Street Garage and authorize a new agreement with 250 South Clinton LLC on behalf of their tenants for up to 430 monthly parking spaces, based on availability, for the term of five years to begin on June 1, 2008-May 31, 2013. Rates as detailed on Schedule “A”.
	188

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:


	

	35.

9-0


	Approve - The Annual Estimate for the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City School District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009. (Public Hearing held on Thursday, May 1, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.) (AS AMENDED)

	215

	36.

9-0


	Amend - Water Rates Schedule established by "Rules, Regulation and Rates, Department of Water and The Bureau of Water, Department of Finance."  Amend to increase water rates per attached schedule effective July 1, 2008.


	189

	37.

9-0


	Authorize - The use of $450,000 of unestimated Sales of Real Property revenue Act. #01.2660 from the City sale of the Trolley Lot during the 2007/2008 fiscal year for allocation to the Syracuse Urban Renewal Agency.


	190

	38.

9-0


	Authorize - The use of $50,000 unestimated Sales of Real Property revenue Act. #01.2660 from the City sale of the Trolley Lot during the 2007/2008 fiscal year for use in reimbursing Community Preservation Corporation for out of pocket expenses it incurs in providing professional services to the City as part of the investor vacant structures program.


	191

	39.

9-0

	Authorize - The Commissioner of Finance to de-authorize authorized but unissued Bond Ordinances for the City and the Syracuse City School District, in the amount of $3,782,800, as detailed in Schedule “A”. 

	192

	40.

H

	Authorize - Compromise of the back taxes regarding the Kennedy Square complex: 820-900 East Water Street and 1000-1056 East Water Street to cover both City and school taxes as detailed in Appendix “A”. Separate County action required.

	H

	41.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Assessment to retain appraisers (Christopher Bollinger - 135 Mather St., 123 Garfield Ave., 150 Milburn Dr., 335 Burns Ave., 404 Otisco St. - Edward Pfohl - 109 W. Corning Ave., 316 Rich St., 224 Fellows Ave. 217 Austin Ave. - William Anderson - Hamilton St. (abandoned portion).

	193

	42.

9-0


	Correct Tax Rolls - (409 Court St., 235 Harrison St., and 204 Rich St.) For various charges for Tax Year 2007/08.


	194

	       BY COUNCILOR SEALS:


	

	43.

9-0


	Accept - From Michael Parzych and the Friends of the Frank Salanger Sports Complex, a donation in the amount of $674 for the purchase of up to three benches for installation at Sunnycrest Park, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.

	195

	44.

9-0


	Accept - From WellCare of New York Inc., a donation in the amount of $500 for expenses associated with the annual Senior Gala on May 8, 2008 at the Westside Senior Center, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.
	196

	45.

9-0


	Accept - From WellCare of New York Inc., a donation in the amount of $4,000 for expenses associated with four special summer events: The Memorial Day Concert at the Palace Theatre, the City Fireworks Celebration, Pops in the Park and Dancing Under the Stars ($1,000 each) on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.

	197

	46.

9-0


	Accept - From Hon. John DeFrancisco, NYS Senator, a member item in an amount not to exceed $1,400 to be used for expenses associated with the Memorial Day concert, May 25, 2008 at the Palace Theatre, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.


	198

	47.

9-0


	Agreement - With Onondaga County Department of Aging and Youth for the funding of four “Fit for the Next Fifty” senior programs at the Ida Benderson Senior Center, Cecile Center, McChesney Recreation Center, and the Westside Senior Center and one equipment agreement. Total cost of the four program agreements not to exceed $7,000 with 75% ($5,250) Onondaga County reimbursement. Total cost of the equipment agreement not to exceed $100 with 75% ($75) Onondaga County reimbursement.

	199

	48.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment to the Dixieland Update, under the direction of Nick Palumbo, for a performance at the E.M. Mills Memorial Rose Garden at Thornden Park as part of the Rose Day event on June 18, 2008, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $430. 


	200

	49.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment to the Frankie D Band, under the direction of David Baker or Joe Carfagno, for a performance at the Cecile Center on June 25, 2008, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $275. 


	201

	50.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment to the Traveling Lantern Company for two performances of “The Caterpillar Hunter” at the Thornden Park Amphitheatre on June 17, 2008, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $891. 


	202

	51.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs to release the proceeds of $12,000 from the 2007 Mayor’s Roundball Classic in the amount of $3,000 to each of the Athletic Programs at Corcoran, Fowler, Henninger and Nottingham High Schools for their athletic programs.

	203

	52.

9-0


	Agreement - With the State University of New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry Foundation for funds in an amount not to exceed $280,000 for improvements at Onondaga Park, the Fire Barn and the adjacent Bissell’s Woods (Olmstead Grove). No matching funds are required.


	204

	53.

9-0


	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of Onondaga Park and Fire Barn improvements. Total amount not to exceed $250,000.


	205

	54.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs to proceed with improvements to Onondaga Park, the Fire Barn and the adjacent Bissell’s Woods (Olmstead Grove), as defined in Ord. #68 (02/28/05). Total project cost not to exceed $791,000 - $250,000 new bonding, $280,000 new grant and $261,000 grant as per Ord. #398 (07/09/07).


	206

	
	(SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA – MAY 5, 2008)

WAIVER OF THE RULES REQUIRED TO INTRODUCE:

	

	       BY COUNCILOR HOGAN:

	

	55.

9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 relative to the Syracuse City School District to reduce the amount of Estimated Expenditures from $345,904,590 to $345,554,590.


	207

	56.
9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 to add relative to Special Objects of Expense - 01.75920 Westside Community School Strategy a total of $350,000.


	208

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN AND PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:

	

	57.

9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 relative to Special Objects of Expense - 01.90300 Social Security to delete the amount of $60,750.


	209

	58.
9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 relative to 01.14300.101 Office of Personnel and Labor Relations to add the amount of $60,750 to fund the new position of Cultural Affairs Officer.

	210

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER, COUNCILOR RYAN AND COUNCILOR McMAHON:

	

	59.

WD

	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 relative to Special Objects of Expense - Hospital Medical Surgical Insurance - Active Employees to reduce the amount from $17,289,299 to $16,789,299.


	WD

	60.

9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 relative to City General Fund - Estimated Revenues - Use of Surpluses and Balances to increase the amount from $14,937,278 to $15,937,278.

	211

	61.
9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 to add relative to Special Objects of Expense - Say Yes to Education Foundation - $1,000,000.

	212

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER AND COUNCILOR RYAN:

	

	62.

9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 to add the amount of $4,000,000 to the Syracuse City School District from increased state aid.

	213

	63.

9-0


	Amend - The Budget for the year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 to increase the appropriation expenditures from $345,904,590 to $349,904,590.

	214

	
	Syracuse Common Council

Adjourned at 1:33 P.M.
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