	
	COMMON COUNCIL

of the

CITY OF SYRACUSE

REGULAR MEETING - DECEMBER 19, 2005

1:00 P.M.


	(12/19)

	1.


	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag- (Led by the Hon. Bethaida González, President of the Syracuse Common Council)


	

	2.


	Invocation - (Delivered by Father Peter Reddick of St. Patrick’s Church, Syracuse, New York)


	

	3.


	Roll Call - (All Present - 9)


	

	4.


	Minutes - December 5, 2005 - (Adopted; 9-0)


	

	5.
	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #9a, “Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse, to make application for the redesignation of certain area within the City as an Empire Zone, which is required by the New York State Legislature to configure the existing zone acreage into three “distinct and contiguous areas.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, December 19, 2005 at 1:00 P.M.)(David Michel, Richard Puchalski, Kathryn Ruscitto)


	

	6.


	Petitions - (none)


	

	7.


	Committee Reports - (Finance, Taxation & Assessment; Economic Development & Environment)


	

	8.


	Communications - (From the City Auditor, the Syracuse Police Department Cash Audit; From the City Auditor, Parking Violations Systems Audit)


	

	9.


	UNFINISHED BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED:
	

	       BY COUNCILOR CALLAHAN:


	

	a.

9-0


	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse, to make application for the redesignation of certain area within the City as an Empire Zone, which is required by the New York State Legislature to configure the existing zone acreage into three “distinct and contiguous areas.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, December 19, 2005 at 1:00 P.M.)


	LL

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER:


	

	b.

9-0
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend the July 1, 2004-June 30, 2005 and the July 1, 2005-June 30, 2006 City Budgets to incorporate the arbitrator’s award for the Syracuse Police Benevolent Association labor contract for years 2004 and 2005. Total cost of $1.2 million from the 2004/2005 designated fund balance and 2005/2006 “Allowance for Negotiation” account.


	LL

	c.

9-0
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend the July 1, 2005-June 30, 2006 City Budget to reflect the salary increases pursuant to a Labor Agreement between the City of Syracuse and the AFSCME Local 400 (Blue Collar Workers) unit for the period of January 1, 2006-December 31, 2008.


	LL

	
	-----------------------

NEW BUSINESS

-----------------------
	

	       BY PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:


	

	WD10.


	Resolution - Approving the Appointment of Various Persons as Commissioners of Deeds for 2005-2006.


	WD

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN:


	

	11.

9-0


	Agreement - With Timothy J. Downes for services as the Fire Department Television Consultant for the period of January 1, 2006-June 30, 2006 at the cost of $25 per hour. Total cost not to exceed $7,800.


	599

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER:


	

	12.

9-0

	Approve - Labor Agreement with the City of Syracuse and AFSCME Local 400 (Blue Collar Workers) unit for the period of January 1, 2006-December 31, 2008.
	600

	13.

9-0


	Amend - Gen. Ord. #29 (8/30/04), “Amend - Chapter 11 of the Revised General Ordinances of the City of Syracuse, as amended, to add a new article (12a) relative to the events of September 11, 2001 to authorize a supplemental benefits program for full-time City employees called up for active duty in the military reserve, through December 31, 2005. ”Amend to extend the expiration date to December 31, 2006 and extend the real property tax deadline for deployed military for ninety days after the end of deployment without penalty, retroactive to July 1, 2003, in accordance with Section 925-d of New York State Real Property Law.


	Gen.

#55

	14.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment of real property tax bills by credit card or e-check via the Internet, in accordance with General Municipal Law Section 5(b). There is a 2.5% service fee charged to the taxpayer for credit card and $1.50 charge for e-check.  No transaction charges to be charged to the City.


	601

	15.

9-0


	Purchase w/c/b - From Systems East, Inc., Municipal-Payments.com, internet site services for the acceptance of real property tax payments by credit card or e-check for the City of Syracuse for the period of one year with two 1-year renewal options. Total cost not to exceed $2,105 for the first year and $1,265 per year thereafter. 


	602

	16.

9-0


	Authorize - Memorandum of Understanding with Syracuse University regarding the Syracuse University Connective Corridor Project to provide the framework for the funding and cooperation between the City of Syracuse and Syracuse University to implement and complete the project.


	603

	17.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #588 (12/15/03), “Contract with Davis Vision to provide a vision plan for active City employees for the period of four years beginning January 1, 2004.” Amend to adjust the monthly rates charged to $6.06, from $5.87, for the Individual Plan and $15.72, from $15.26, for the Family Plan.


	604

	18.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #29 (1/26/04), “Contract - With Blue Cross Blue Shield of CNY to administer the City’s health program for active City employees for the period of three years beginning January 1, 2004.” Amend to approve rate adjustments for administrative services for the City’s health benefits program to 4.0%, from $24.75 to $25.74, effective January 1, 2006 to be charged to the “Hospital, Medical and Surgical Insurance” account.


	605

	19.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #30 (1/26/04), “Contract with POMCO to administer the City’s health benefits program for retired employees and seventeen crossing guards, for the period of three years beginning January 1, 2004.” Amend to approve rate adjustments for administrative services for the City’s health and dental programs to 2.5% for dental, from $1.46 to $1.49 for individuals and from $5.60 to $5.75 for families, and 4.0% for health, from $19.45 to $20.23, effective March 31, 2005, to be charged to the “Hospital, Medical and Surgical Insurance” account.


	606

	20.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Assessment to retain Harlan LaVine Real Estate to appraise the property located at 300 S. Salina Street and E. Fayette Street for property tax litigation for Tax Year 2002/2003. Total cost not to exceed $2,500 for a limited format appraisal, or $3,000 for a complete trail ready appraisal and $135 per hour for trial preparations and testimony. 


	607

	21.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Assessment to retain Harlan LaVine Real Estate to appraise the property located at 420 and 438 Jamesville Avenue for property tax litigation for Tax Years 2000/2001-2006/2007. Total cost not to exceed $4,500 for a limited format appraisal, or $6,500 for a complete trial ready appraisal and $135 per hour for trial preparations and testimony.


	608

	22.

9-0


	Levy - Onondaga County Tax (Excluding Onondaga County Consolidated Sanitation District) for 2006.
	609

	23.

9-0
	Levy - Onondaga County Water District Tax for 2006.
	610

	24.

9-0
	Levy - Onondaga County Sewer Rent for 2006.


	611

	25.

9-0
	Transfer Funds - Within the 2004/2005 City Budget in the amount of $2.2 million, thus reducing the available fund balance by that amount, to recognize costs associated with the retroactive PBA labor contract relative to salaries.


	612

	        BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON:


	

	26.

9-0


	Permission - To Home Aides of Central New York, Inc. owner of the property located at 723 James Street, to encroach approximately 2’ into the James Street right-of-way with a 36”x72” illuminated ground sign installed 16” from the existing sidewalk.


	613

	27.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Small Residential Vacant Lot Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 116 Fernwood Avenue to Home Headquarters, Inc. for the total sum of $650.


	614

	28.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 205 Elliott Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	615

	29.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 207 Elliott Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	616

	30.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 215 Grace Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	617

	31.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 217 Grace Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	618

	32.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 323 Marcellus Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	619

	33.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 325 Marcellus Street and Tioga Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	620

	34.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 605 Marcellus Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	621

	35.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 214 Merriman Avenue to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	622

	36.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 216 Merriman Avenue to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	623

	37.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 619 Tully Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	624

	38.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 621 Tully Street to Syracuse Habitat for Humanity, Inc. for the total sum of $151.


	625

	       BY COUNCILOR DeFRANCISCO:


	

	39.

9-0


	Resolution - To appoint Marsha Cornell as a member of the Citizen Review Board, representing the First Council District, for a three-year term for the period of December 2005-December 2008.


	44-R

	       BY COUNCILOR MASTERPOLE:


	

	40.

9-0


	Agreement - With Syracuse University for the School of Architecture students for parking in the Washington Street Parking Garage for up to 200 monthly parking permits for the period of three years at the rate of $45 plus applicable taxes.


	626

	41.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #24 (1/24/05), “Contract - With Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County to deliver a water quality education program in the Skaneateles Lake watershed and provide business management assistance for whole farm planning for the period of January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2005 with the option of two one-year extensions, on behalf of the Department of Water. Total cost not to exceed $111,100.” Amend to extend the agreement to December 31, 2006. Total additional cost not to exceed $95,250.


	627

	        BY COUNCILOR SEALS:


	

	42.

9-0


	Accept - From the Community Foundation, a grant in the amount of $4,065 to underwrite the Young Sisters Unite Program at the Cannon Street Community Center, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.
	628

	43.

9-0
	Authorize - The payment to Stacy Waterman for services regarding the booking of bands for numerous 2005 summer events, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost of $500.


	629

	44.

9-0
	Purchase w/c/b - From National Audio for services regarding the staging, sound and lighting for the Holiday Magic in the Square event, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost of $11,000.


	630

	       BY COUNCILOR SIMMONS:


	

	45.

9-0
	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the acquisition of one Fresia F2000 4X4 (snow removal equipment) from Fortbrand Services, Inc. Total amount not to exceed $514,800.


	631

	46.

9-0
	Purchase w/c/b - One piece of snow removal equipment from Fortbrand Services, Inc. for use at Syracuse Hancock International Airport. Total cost not to exceed $514,800.


	632

	47.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #97 (3/15/04), “Agreement - With the FAA Airport Improvement Project Grant Agreement and the NYSDOT for the School Soundproofing Insulation Program - Phase II Project at Syracuse Hancock International Airport and the Roxboro Road Middle School - Design. Total cost not to exceed $3,375,000.” Amend to add the project “Purchase and Demolish Home at 6947 Kinne Street, Dewitt, New York” for the additional cost of $120,000. The FAA will fund 95% ($114,000), the NYSDOT will fund 2.5% ($3,000) and 2.5% ($3,000) from Aviation Account #04.01009.0.000.


	633

	48.

9-0


	Grant Agreement - With the FAA and the NYS DOT for General Aviation Safety Improvements Phase II at Syracuse Hancock International Airport. Total project cost not to exceed $370,526. The FAA with fund 95% ($352,000), the NYS DOT will fund 2.5% ($9,263) and 2.5% ($9,263) from Aviation Account #04.01038.0.000.


	634

	       BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON, PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ & ALL COUNCILORS:


	

	49.

9-0


	Resolution - To commend and congratulate the Eastwood Bears Football Team for winning the Eastern Regional Championship and qualifying for the Super Bowl Championships in Orlando, Florida.


	43-R

	50.

9-0
	Resolution - In support of the Green Cities Urban Environmental Accords, to join Cities around the world to provide leadership in the development of sustainable urban centers.


	45-R

	
	(SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA - DECEMBER 19, 2005)

WAIVER OF THE RULES REQUIRED TO INTRODUCE:


	

	       BY COUNCILOR SEALS:


	

	51.

9-0
	Resolution - To appoint D’Vonne Bowman as a member of the Citizen Review Board, representing the Fourth Council District, for a three-year term for the period of December 2005-December 2008.


	46-R

	
	Syracuse Common Council

Adjourned at 2:15 P.M.
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