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MINER ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $261,000 

RAISED FOR SAY YES TO EDUCATION 

ENDOWMENT AT GALA FUNDRAISER 
 

At the Annual Back to School Fundraiser, Key Bank Announced 

$200,000 Contribution to Say Yes to Education Endowment 

 

Miner: Say Yes is a Generational Catalyst  
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner announced today that $261,845 was raised at 

the second annual Say Yes to Education Back to School gala. The gala was held on Saturday 

October 3, 2015 at the Landmark Theater.  

 

“This impressive fundraising total shows that the entire Syracuse community is dedicated to 

making Say Yes to Education a success,” said Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner. “With 

over 2,000 Syracuse City School District students having attended college with scholarships 

already, we are seeing the fruits of this program in our City each and every day. This program is 

a generational catalyst needed to help alleviate poverty and grow our economy.”   

 

2015 was the second year in a row the Back to School gala fundraiser in support of the Say Yes 

to Education endowment was held. Over 200 tickets were sold for the event, which had a $500-

level “champions reception” and a $100-level “community reception.” Entertainment was 

provided by Dick Ford of Signature Music and catering was done by American Food and 

Vending. The event’s sponsors were IBEW Local 43 and POMCO.  

 

“Our community has really stepped up to demonstrate its commitment to Say Yes to Education 

and I appreciate our benefactors for their ongoing support,” said Peter Dunn, CEO of the 

Central New York Community Foundation. “I am pleased we are able to serve as the steward for 

the resources of this worthy program and I look forward to their continued success.”  
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At the gala, it was announced that Key Bank had made a donation of $200,000 to support the Say 

Yes to Education endowment. This brings their total commitment to the scholarship program to 

$500,000.   

 

Say Yes to Education is a multifaceted program providing instructional and social service 

supports to students in the Syracuse City School District, including legal aid, healthcare, 

enrichment, and remediation. Say Yes to Education provides full scholarships to all students who 

graduate from City high schools and go on to attend higher education programs. So far, 2,000 

students have taken advantage of these scholarships.  
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