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SYRACUSE FIREFIGHTER HONORED  

FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

Lt. Beth Cousins Recipient of 2012 Hank Boynton Award 

 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Syracuse Firefighter Lieutenant Beth Cousins is being honored by 

Onondaga County with the Deputy Chief Hank Boynton Award for her commitment to 

developing an a fire safety video education program for the Syracuse City School District in a 

ceremony at the McMahon-Ryan House on October 10, 2010 at 12:00 PM.  

 

Due to a high volume of construction within the City of Syracuse, fire personnel was reassigned 

to monitor sites and removed from youth educational duties, reducing the number of 

opportunities Syracuse City School students had to learn about fire safety. Lieutenant Cousins 

recognized this and took action, writing and producing a series of fire safety education videos for 

distribution in Syracuse schools. She had the videos dubbed in Spanish to reach an even larger 

audience  

 

“I’m very proud of Lieutenant Cousin’s achievement,” said Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner. 

“It is because of hard working individuals committed to public safety we are able to prevent fires 

in our community.” 

 

“Innovative thinking is needed in any organization to continue to flourish.  Lt. Beth Cousins has 

been instrumental in keeping the public safe from the ravages of fire,” said Chief Mark McLees. 

“Her efforts in education are tireless, and her idea to create a multi-lingual video meets the needs 

of our every growing diverse population in the City of Syracuse.”  

 

The Deputy Chief Hank Boynton Award is given annually an individual  Deputy Chief Boynton 

was a 30 year veteran of the Syracuse Fire Department who led innovative programs dedicated to 

the reducing the incidence of juvenile fire setting. The award is presented annually by Onondaga 

County to an individual or organization which shown the same leadership and dedication as 

Deputy Chief Boynton to education youth on fire safety.  
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