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ONONDAGA COUNTY EXECUTIVE JOANIE 
MAHONEY AND SYRACUSE MAYOR STEPHANIE 

MINER UPDATE RESIDENTS ON HOW THEY CAN 
HELP THOSE AFFECTED BY HURRICANE SANDY 

 
County Executive and Mayor Encourage Residents To Donate Funds and 

Blood To American Red Cross 
 
Today, Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney and Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner jointly 
called upon residents of Syracuse and Onondaga County to support the American Red Cross’ efforts 
to provide assistance to those in need in New York City, Long Island and New Jersey.   
 
“Central New Yorkers are known for their caring and generosity,” said County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney.  “Since Hurricane Sandy we have received many requests from those looking to help.  
Please visit our website ongov.net and you will find a link to the Red Cross that will provide 
information on donating money or blood.” 
 
“We are pleased to offer whatever assistance we can to our fellow New Yorkers and our neighbors 
in New Jersey,” said Mayor Stephanie A. Miner. “We are staying in contact with emergency 
management officials as they determine what the city and county can do to assist. I encourage 
Central New Yorkers to go to our website (www.syracuse.ny.us) or visit our Facebook or Twitter  to 
find ways to give to the American Red Cross and support those in this great need.” 
 
On Monday, the American Red Cross will hold a blood drive at the Onondaga County Civic Center 
from 8am-2pm.   
 
“We are grateful to County Executive Joanie Mahoney and Mayor Stephanie Miner for putting such 
great effort into supporting the Red Cross’ needs at this time,’’ said Rosie Taravella, Chief Executive 
Officer of the American Red Cross Central New York Region. “We’ve had to cancel 365 blood 
drives in 13 states since Sandy hit, and this blood drive will go a long way toward alleviating the 



extreme shortage and providing blood to hospitals that are in short supply due to flooding in the 
metro areas.’’ 
 
If residents can’t make it to Monday’s blood drive, they can still schedule an appointment to donate 
blood by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767) or visiting www.redcrossblood.org.  And residents 
who are unable to donate blood can still help by donating to the Red Cross disaster relief efforts 
through www.redcross.org or 1-800 –RED CROSS. 
 
Since the storm, the City and the County have been standing by to provide assistance to 
municipalities within the area impacted by Hurricane Sandy.  To date, the Onondaga County 
Department of Water Environment Protection has sent two crews to New York City to assist with 
pumping out flooded boiler rooms for the New York City Housing Authority.  City water 
department crews are standing by to relieve OCDWEP crews on Monday morning should the need 
for additional assistance be required.   
 
Next week, two officials from the Onondaga County Department of Emergency Communications, 
which manages the area’s 911 system, will assist with emergency communications operations in 
Nassau County.   
 
Earlier today, officials from the Regional Food Bank briefed the County and City on the national 
food bank networks efforts to provide food and water to areas impacted by the storm.  Food Bank 
officials recommended that local food drives, although well intentioned, would not necessarily 
benefit those in need at this time and that local relief efforts should be directed to the American Red 
Cross.   
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