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MAYOR MINER REACTS TO 

COUNCIL’S POLICE CAR THREAT 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner released the following statement upon hearing 

of the Common Council’s threat to not purchase new police vehicles in an attempt to hasten the 

Syracuse Police Department’s ongoing efforts to reduce take home vehicles.  

 

“By deciding to not allow the police department to purchase the vehicles they need, the Council 

is hurting the Police Department’s ability to do its job. The SPD is working diligently to combat 

increases in crime but the Council does not give them the tools to do their job adequately. The 

Council chooses not to understand that these vehicles are built into existing collective bargaining 

agreements and the city must work within those agreements. Mayors in cities across New York, 

including Rochester and Buffalo, have tried and failed to reduce their take home police fleets. 

These are benefits built into CBAs that must be negotiated.  Chief Fowler is making progress 

reducing take home cars as officers are reassigned or retire and not exposing the city to a costly 

lawsuit.   

 

“Additionally, the Council is taking a giant leap to construe that this vehicle purchase is designed 

to provide take home vehicles for officers. The Syracuse Police Department has not at any time 

said that in the discussion of this purchase. The council is connecting dots that are simply not 

connected. 

 

“By ignoring the legal reality of this situation, the leadership of the Common Council has once 

again shown its unwillingness to thoroughly understand the complicated issues facing the city. 

From its ill-advised Planning Commission legislation to the clumsy introduction of last week’s 

background check bill, the Council repeatedly takes knee jerk reactions without fathoming the 

full scope of the problem.”  
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