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MINER VETOES TAX INCREASE 
 

Miner Issues Objections to Council Budget Amendments, Including 

Increase in Taxes for City Property Taxpayers 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner today issued vetoes to specific budget 

amendments sent to her by the Common Council, including a proposal to increase taxes. These 

vetoes, known as objections, are to the individual amendments passed by the Council.  

 

“I realize raising taxes is occasionally necessary for a government that must deliver basic vital 

services. But it is just as important at all times that the public be aware of, and included in, any 

discussion about new taxes and spending,” said Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner in her 

veto message. “The Council’s lack of notice and public dialogue for their tax increase only 

serves to add to the public’s discontent with the levels of government they elect to serve their 

interest.”   

 

The Mayor specifically vetoed the amended annual budget estimate (which included an increase 

in taxes), cuts to the Office of the Corporation Counsel and the Department of Public Works, 

increases given to the Common Council, Department of Audit, the Department of Parks and 

Recreation, and capital projects.  

 

The Mayor did not object to the Council’s parking violation proposal adding revenue or the 

additional funds directed to Say Yes to Education.  She requested the Council immediately 

forward to the administration the calculations and schedule for new parking violations that the 

Council feels will raise the $570,000 in new revenue so legislation to enact these changes could 

be prepared.   

 

The Council now has until June 1, 2014 to vote to override the Mayor’s vetoes.  

 

Below is Mayor Miner’s letter sent to Councilors through the City Clerk:  
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May 14, 2014 

 

John Copanas  

City Clerk 

231 City Hall 

Syracuse, New York 13202 

 

Re: Common Council 2014-15 amended Budget (Annual Estimate)-Objection (veto) 

 

Dear John: 

 

Pursuant to Article VI, Chapter 1, Section 6-102 (4) (c) (1) of the City Charter, I have reviewed 

Ordinance No 392-2014 which adopts my proposed FY 2014-15 City Budget as amended at the 

Common Council special meeting of May 7, 2014.   

 

As a result of the aforementioned review and the individual Common Council budget 

amendments which I have objected to, I hereby object (veto) the attached revised budget 

ordinance as being fiscally unsound. 

 

Enclosed are my objections (vetoes) of several budget amendments recently approved by the 

Council. 

 

My main objection is to the tax increase the Council added to the City budget and the additional 

spending measures connected to it.  My central objection stems as much from the process – or 

the lack of one – the Council utilized to spring a last-minute tax increase on the residents of 

Syracuse. The community had absolutely no idea a tax increase was a possibility even though the 

zero tax increase budget I presented had been before the Council for more than a month.  After 

the Council chose to add their tax increase there was no debate. There was no opportunity for 

public reaction, comment or discussion.  I realize raising taxes is occasionally necessary for a 

government that must deliver basic vital services. But it is just as important at all times that the 

public be aware of, and included in, any discussion about new taxes and spending. The Council’s 

lack of notice and public dialogue for their tax increase only serves to add to the public’s 

discontent with the levels of government they elect to serve their interest.   
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To repeat, my vetoes are directed at the Council’s last minute tax increase and several council 

actions to spend that new revenue.  

 

I appreciate the Council’s approval of my budget largely intact, including the funding for 25 new 

police offices and 25 fire fighters.  

 

I have not objected to the Council’s parking violation proposal adding revenue or the additional 

funds directed to Say Yes to Education.  I request that the Council immediately forward to the 

administration the calculations and schedule for new parking violations that the Council feels 

will raise the $570,000 in new revenue. This schedule was promised to us the day of the Council 

vote. We need them to prepare legislation to formalize those changes and change internal 

processes as soon as possible to meet any projections.   

 

In accordance with the City Charter please transmit this objection (veto) to the Members of the 

Common Council for their consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephanie A. Miner 

Mayor 

 

cc: Mary E. Vossler, Director of Management and Budget 
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