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MINER RELEASES “SYRACUSE BILLION” AGENDA 
 

Agenda Emphasizes Infrastructure Projects, Creating a Long-Term Investment to Build 

Community’s Future 

 

Miner: We Recognize the Importance of Financing the Infrastructure Needed to Build  

A Twenty-First Century City 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner announced today she released her Syracuse Billion Agenda, a 

billion-dollar public investment plan focusing on infrastructure projects throughout the City of Syracuse. These 

projects create long-term growth opportunity and place an emphasis on both physical and human infrastructure 

needs. The Mayor has sent copies of the Agenda to Syracuse’s state legislative delegation as well as Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo.  

 

“From our early days, Syracuse has been successful because we invested in major infrastructure projects like 

the construction of the Erie Canal,” said Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner. “We recognize the importance 

of financing the infrastructure needed to build a twenty-first century city. This plan has ideas from across the 

community and lays the groundwork for growth and prosperity through strategic investments in physical and 

human infrastructure.” 

 

The Syracuse Billion Agenda is a plan which creates long-term investments in physical and human 

infrastructure. The components of the plan are the following:  

 

 CNY Naturally Chilled Water Project ($125m) The CNY Naturally Chilled water 

project would create a water distribution infrastructure allowing cold water from 

Skaneateles Lake to be used for the cooling of buildings in the City of Syracuse. This 

plan would also allow water to be sold twice, once as potable water as it is now and once 

as building coolant.  

 

 Water Main Replacement ($725m) The City of Syracuse utilizes a gravity fed, 550-

mile water main system which has been in place for over a century. The City uses a “pay 

as it breaks” approach to repair leaks and breaks at a cost of over $1.32 million per mile. 

The plan shows a “dig once” philosophy whereby mains would be replaced and updated 

to add sensors to track usage, efficiency, and resiliency.   

http://www.syrgov.net/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Syracuse-NY/131428370233923
http://www.youtube.com/cityofsyracuse1848
http://www.twitter.com/syracuse1848
http://www.flickr.com/photos/city_of_syracuse/
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 Syracuse Broadband Network ($84m) The Agenda includes a municipally-owned fiber 

network which would reach 42,000 parcels in the City of Syracuse to enable Fiber to the 

Premise (FTTP) providing 1 gigabit per second (Gbit/s) ultra-high speed internet service. 

This would be enable businesses and residences to have high-quality, high-speed internet 

access.  

 

 Interstate-81 Reinvestment Fund ($3.66m) This fund would support planning and 

redevelopment surrounding the Interstate-81 project. The viaduct, which will reach the 

end of its useful life in 2017, will be replaced with one of several options currently under 

consideration by the New York State Department of Transportation. The potential of the 

large-scale public construction project includes an imperative to address land use, zoning, 

and urban design needs for the surrounding area.  

 

 Road Reconstruction ($48m) Syracuse has heavily traveled roads which are subject to 

harsh weather conditions. The current cost-per-mile replacement of a City street is $1.5 

million and, in the last three years, the City of Syracuse has only budgeted $3 million for 

this work. This funding would improve the street grid and road quality that businesses 

and residents need.  

 

 World Market Square ($3.34m) The City of Syracuse has one of the fastest growing 

populations of immigrants in the United States. World Market Square would seek to be a 

resource center which built on their needs and offer New Americans a place to receive 

settlement assistance, learn skills and grow businesses, and house a marketplace where 

their local goods with a global influence can be showcased.  

 

 Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund ($10m) Funding for the Say Yes to Education 

Endowment Fund would help the financial sustainability of the program which gives 

Syracuse City School District students opportunities to achieve in school and receive full-

tuition scholarships to participating colleges and universities.  

 

 A full copy of the plan can be obtained on the City of Syracuse website at www.syrgov.net.  
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