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MINER ANNOUNCES SYRACUSE AWARDED BLOOMBERG 

PHILANTHROPIES INNOVATION TEAM GRANT, WILL BE 

USED TO LAUNCH MAYOR’S OFFICE OF INNOVATION 
 

$1,350,000 Grant Will Be Used to Open Syracuse’s First-Ever Mayor’s Office of 

Innovation Focused on Solutions to Major Challenges Facing the City 

 

Miner: This Is An Historic Opportunity To Build On Syracuse’s Creative Energy  
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner announced today that Syracuse has been selected as one of 12 

U.S. cities to participate in the $45 million expansion of Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Innovation Teams program. 

The program aims to improve the capacity of local governments to design and implement new approaches that 

improve the lives of residents – relying on data, open innovation, and strong project and performance 

management to help cities address pressing urban challenges.. The City of Syracuse will receive up to 

$1,350,000 which will be used over three years to create an innovation team, or “i-team,” which will be housed 

in the first-ever Mayor’s Office of Innovation.  

“Developing a Mayor’s Office of Innovation has been a goal of mine since taking office and Bloomberg 

Philanthropies has given us the resources to make this possible,” said Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner. “I 

am excited to explore the possibilities this will open for us. My administration already works to build on the 

creative energy of our community and tackle big challenges every day. This is an historic opportunity to take 

that creativity and channel it into developing solutions that further improve our City.”  

The Mayor’s Office of Innovation will function as in-house management consultants addressing challenges 

faced by the City and Mayor Miner’s top priorities. The staff in this office will work with Mayor’s office staff 

and department heads using Bloomberg Philanthropies’ tested Innovation Delivery approach, using data-driven 

processes to identify problems, generate solutions, and measure results.  

This grant will be awarded in $450,000 payments over three years to the City of Syracuse. Innovation team 

grants will also go to the U.S. cities of Albuquerque, New Mexico, Boston, Massachusetts, Centennial, 

Colorado, Jersey City, New Jersey, Long Beach, California, Los Angeles, California, Mobile, Alabama, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, Peoria, Illinois, Rochester, New York, and  Seattle, Washington. Two non-U.S. cities 

will receive innovation team grants: Jerusalem and Tel Aviv-Yafo, Israel 

http://www.syrgov.net/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Syracuse-NY/131428370233923
http://www.youtube.com/cityofsyracuse1848
http://www.twitter.com/syracuse1848
http://www.flickr.com/photos/city_of_syracuse/
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Mayor Miner added, “This grant demonstrates that Syracuse is a leading, twenty-first century city that has 

earned its seat among national and global leaders. We will use this funding to develop progressive ideas and 

sharpen our City’s competitive edge.”   

The innovation team grants are the second round made through Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Government 

Innovation portfolio, which focuses on promoting public sector innovation. The first grants were made to the 

cities of Atlanta, Chicago, Louisville, Memphis, and New Orleans. These cities’ successes include reducing 

retail vacancies in Memphis, minimizing unnecessary ambulance trips to the emergency room in Louisville, 

cutting licensing time for new restaurants in Chicago, reducing homelessness in Atlanta, and reducing the 

homicide rate in New Orleans. 

Bloomberg Philanthropies' mission is to ensure better, longer lives for the greatest number of people. The 

organization focuses on five key areas for creating lasting change: Public Health, Environment, Education, 

Government Innovation and the Arts. Bloomberg Philanthropies encompasses all of Michael R. Bloomberg's 

charitable activities, including his foundation and his personal giving. In 2013, Bloomberg Philanthropies 

distributed $452 million. For more information on the philanthropy, please visit bloomberg.org or follow us on 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter @BloombergDotOrg.   
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