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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR STEPHANIE A. MINER 

ON I-81 SCOPING REPORT 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner released the following statement following the 

release of the final scoping report released by the New York State Department of Transportation 

today.  

“The Interstate 81 project is a complex, once-in-a-generation opportunity that requires us to 

make a carefully considered, data-oriented decision. This decision should not be made simply on 

what moves cars as quickly as possible. We should focus on ensuring our decision advances the 

City of Syracuse as an economically vibrant, connected, and livable City by finding ways to 

utilize the existing transportation network beyond the viaduct corridor, enhancing connectivity 

between the University Hill, Southside, and Downtown neighborhoods, and being sensitive to 

community impacts—particularly to those living and working around the viaduct. Any 

alternative should encourage pedestrian, bicycle, and mass transit travel, be financially 

responsible, and protect the historic buildings in whose shadow the highway stands. I will 

support a solution that, based on hard data, accomplishes these goals and continues to move the 

City of Syracuse forward into the twenty first century.  

“I would like to thank the New York State Department of Transportation for their leadership 

throughout the scoping process and I would especially like to recognize Commissioner Joan 

McDonald and Project Director Mark Frechette for their partnership. Most importantly, I thank 

our community for being consistently engaged and I ask everyone continues to participate in the 

I-81 discussion as we move forward.”  

The solutions which are now part of the final scoping report will go on to be studied in the 

Environmental Impact Statement.  
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