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CITY OF SYRACUSE ANNOUNCES 

PROGRAM LINE UP FOR ANNUAL 

“HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS” 

CELEBRATION 
 

Annual Event in Clinton Square  

Culminates with Lighting of Downtown Holiday Tree 
 

Attendees Encouraged to Bring  

Non-Perishable Food Items for Food Bank of CNY 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – The City of Syracuse is pleased to announce the lineup for its annual 

“Home for the Holidays” celebration in Clinton Square on Friday, November 23. “Home for the 

Holidays” will culminate with the City of Syracuse Bank of America tree lighting ceremony, 

featuring a Norway Spruce tree donated by Wegmans from their Thompson Road store location.  
 

Clinton Square and City Hall  

 

Entertainment will include holiday musical entertainment by Joey Nigro and John Nilsen, the 

Gospel Workshop of North America Syracuse Chapter led by Dr. Joan Hillsman, the Syracuse 

Brigadiers Alumni Drum & Bugle Corps, and Corcoran High School’s musical ensemble, 

Corcoran Live!  Joining Mayor Stephanie A. Miner in lighting the tree will be the winners of the 

Mayor’s Annual Holiday Letter Writing Contest and Santa and Mrs. Claus.  

 

Following the tree lighting, Mayor Miner will host an Open House at City Hall from 7 P.M. to  

8 P.M.  Music will be provided by the City’s Stan Colella All-Star Band and winning letters 

from the Mayor’s Letter Writing Contest will be on display. Visitors will be invited to take 

photographs with Mayor Miner and meet Santa and Mrs. Claus.  

http://www.syracuse.ny.us/uploadedFiles/City_Hall/Mayors_Office/Content/Press_Releases/2012-11-09%20Holiday%20Letter%20Contest.pdf
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Throughout Clinton Square, there will be barrels manned by volunteers who will be accepting 

donations of non-perishable goods. All guests of the program are encouraged to bring non-

perishable food items to donate to the Food Bank of Central New York. Donations may also be 

brought to City Hall.  

 

Ice skating will be on a first come, first serve basis weather permitting. Skating is $3 for adults 

and $2.00 for children.  Skate rentals are $3. B104.7 and OCM BOCES are offering a chance to 

win free ice skating during the Home for the Holidays event.  Check out B104.7’s website for the 

details.  

 

Seating for persons with disabilities will be provided to the side of the stage near the tree. Access 

will be given on a first come, first serve basis.  

 

Erie Canal Museum 

 

The 27
th

 Annual Gingerbread Gallery opens on Friday, November 23 at the Erie Canal Museum.  

The Museum will be open from 10A.M. to 9 P.M., with holiday refreshments and music by 

Merry Mischief from 7 P.M. to 9 P.M.  Entry to the Gingerbread Gallery is $5 for adults, $4 for 

seniors, and $2 for children 12 & under.  

Hanover Square 

The annual Art Mart, sponsored by Syracuse Allied Arts, Inc., will have extended hours on 

Friday, November 23.  The shops, located in the City Hall Commons Atrium at 201 East 

Washington Street, will be open until 8 P.M. that evening.   Featuring paintings, jewelry, 

pottery, stained glass, and other works by local artisans, the Art Mart will be open Monday 

through Saturday from 11 A.M. through 4 P.M. until December 24, 2012.  

 

Following the Tree Lighting Ceremony, a yule log will be lit in the square. The Chittenango 

High School Choir will perform selections of holiday music. After their performance, the 

Syracuse Brigadiers Alumni Drum & Bugle Corps will again perform for those walking between 

the tree and City Hall for the reception.  

 

http://www.b1047.net/main.html
http://www.b1047.net/main.html
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Onondaga Historical Association 

 

The Onondaga Historical Association will remain open until 9 P.M. featuring classic holiday 

cartoons in their theater as well as hot cocoa.  The OHA Museum Gift Gallery will be open until 

9 P.M. and will be featuring 10% off everything in the gallery and 20% off on Syracuse China.   

They will also have their 2012 Holiday Ornament available, featuring the Niagara Mohawk 

Building.   

 

Landmark Theater  

 

There will be entertainment in the lobby sponsored by The Downtown Committee of Syracuse. 

From 5:00 P.M. to 5:45 PM, they will present the Chittenango High School Choir and from 5:45 

PM to 6:30 PM, they will present the Spirit of Syracuse choir. Y94 and OCM BOCES will be 

present a free showing of the holiday movie “Elf” at the Landmark Theatre at 7:30   Tickets are 

free but are required.  They are available at the Y94 Studios at 500 Plum Street, Syracuse (in 

Franklin Square) and at the Landmark Theatre Box Office.  

Parking 

Parking that evening is free at city meters after 5   There is free parking in the Washington Street 

Garage from 4 P.M. Friday, November 23 until 2 A.M. on Saturday, November 24.    

 

The Downtown Committee of Syracuse publishes maps for more information on the location of 

parking garages and lots in downtown Syracuse.  

 

Street Closures 

 

The following streets will be closed at the times noted in order to allow for the set-up, 

presentation and breakdown of the event.      

 100 block of West Water Street will be closed on Friday, November 23 from 7 A.M. to 

8:30 P.M. 

http://www.downtownsyracuse.com/
http://www.downtownsyracuse.com/
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The following streets will be closed from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M. on Friday, November 23: 

 Clinton Street, from Herald Place to Washington Street 

 Salina Street, from Willow Street to Washington Street 

 West Genesee Street, from North Franklin to Salina Streets 

 James Street, from Salina to Warren Streets 

 Erie Boulevard East, from Salina to Warren Streets 

 Erie Boulevard West, from Clinton Square to Franklin Streets  

 The 200 block of West Water Street from Franklin to Clinton  

 The 100 block of East Genesee Street  

 

No parking will be allowed on the following streets from 4 to 8 P.M. on Friday, November 23:   

 North Salina Street, from Genesee to Willow Streets 

 North Clinton Street, from Genesee Street to Herald Place 

 Genesee Street, from Franklin to Clinton Street – south curbline only 

 Erie Blvd. West, from Clinton Square to Franklin Street 
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