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Statement from Mayor Stephanie A. Miner about  

Ban on High-volume Hydraulic Gas Drilling in Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
 

Syracuse, NY – Mayor Stephanie A. Miner today acknowledged the release of the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation’s report on high-volume hydraulic gas drilling, 

or hydrofracking. This report outlines the agency’s recommendations for drilling guidelines, 

including special protections for the Skaneateles Lake watershed which supplies water to the 

City of Syracuse. Syracuse and New York City were the only areas in the state to receive this 

distinction, as they both have unfiltered water sources. 

 

“Since the beginning of 2010, my administration has persistently advocated for rigorous 

protections for the Skaneateles Lake watershed,” said Mayor Miner.  “It is critical that the City 

of Syracuse is able to maintain the Filtration Avoidance Determination for Skaneateles Lake so 

we can continue to provide the residents and businesses in our City clean, affordable water.” 

 

High-volume hydraulic fracturing will be prohibited in the New York City and Syracuse 

watersheds, including a buffer zone. While some leases have been sold in New York State to gas 

companies, no drilling permits will be issued by the state within these two watersheds and their 

buffer zones. 

 

“I want to commend DEC Commissioner Martens for his acknowledgment of the risk that 

hydrofracking presents to one of our most precious and valuable resources,” said Mayor Miner.  

“I am confident that Governor Cuomo and Commissioner Martens will continue to work with my 

administration to protect the Skaneateles Lake watershed and the people of the City of 

Syracuse.” 
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