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January 29, 2015
Mayor Stephanie A. Miner

State of the City

Welcome
______________________

Robert J. Daino
WCNY President and CEO
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Invocation
______________________

Msgr. Neal Quartier
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
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Pledge of Allegiance
______________________

Seymour School Dual Language Academy
Noel Ahmad • Troy Boatwright • Estefanis Carrasquillo

Tyrone Collins • Jose Diaz • Loyda Felicier • Joel Franqui
Sarah Gonzalez • Eliany Guerra • Lanhyah Hackett

Shakiece Jones • Aiden Keene • Juan Lind
Raehana Reeves • Shylimar Rivera • Tianysha Rodiguez

Dayandre Sessions •  Timicia Williams • Dana Zhao

Introduction
______________________

The Hon. Pamela J. Hunter
Common Councilor-at-Large
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In accordance with the Charter of the
City of Syracuse amended in 1960:

The Mayor shall present an annual message to the Common Council
of the City of Syracuse on the State of the City.

Van B. Robinson
President

Jake Barrett
1st District

Chad Ryan
2nd District

Bob Dougherty
3rd District

Khalid Bey
4th District

Nader P. Maroun
5th District

Syracuse Common Council

Kathleen Joy
Councilor-at-Large

Pamela Hunter
Councilor-at-Large

Jean Kessner
Councilor-at-Large

Helen Hudson
Councilor-at-Large
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“I’ve never had an 
interest in being a Mayor 
because that’s a real job. 
You have to produce…”

Vice President Joseph R. Biden
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“We do war and peace, 
you do everything else.”

Cities have to work.



11

Neighborhoods

The Pike Block
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Merchants Commons

Dey’s Centennial Plaza  
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• 153 new residential units, a
9% increase in 2014

Downtown

• 43% increase in downtown apartments 
over the last five years

• 439 additional units planned or 
under construction
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• Acquired 340 properties in 2014, for a total of 507 properties

Greater Syracuse Land Bank

• Completed 10 residential renovations with Home HeadQuarters
• Additional 30 rehab projects planned, 13 underway with 

Home HeadQuarters, 10 with Onondaga County

• 26 demolitions completed

• 94 properties sold to date

• Buyers plan to invest more than $5 million in renovations

• Nearly $1 million from sales to fund Land Bank operations
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Delinquent Property Tax Collections
since start of the Land Bank

(through June 2014)

2012-13
$5.5M

2013-14
$6.2M

2010-11
$3.4M

2011-12
$4.1M
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0

Estimated New
Property Tax Revenue

$170,000/year
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• Acquire up to another 600 properties 
via tax foreclosure

Land Bank Goals for 2015

• Sell 120 properties, returning them to 
productive use

• Demolish approximately 40 structures
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• Vehicle thefts ……………………………………..…….……. Down 6%

2013 - 2014

• Aggravated Assaults ……..………..….………. Down 6%

• Larcenies …………………………………………………..…………. Down 8%

• Shots Fired ……………………………………..………………… Down 11%

• Burglaries …………………….…………………………..…………. Down 21%
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Comprehensive Gang
Model Program
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Problem Oriented Policing
POP
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Sunday, June 22, 2014
Post-Standard

Tuesday, January 27, 2015
Post-Standard
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Butternut Community Police Center
at Schiller Park

Southwest Community Center
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Public Education
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Institute of Technology

JSCB
Joint Schools Construction Board

Fowler High School

JSCB
Joint Schools Construction Board
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Dr. Weeks School

JSCB
Joint Schools Construction Board

H.W. Smith School

JSCB
Joint Schools Construction Board



32

JSCB
Joint Schools Construction Board

Phase 2
Frazer K-8
Grant Middle School
Henninger High School
Huntington K-8
Nottingham High School
Shea Middle School
Westside Academy at Blodgett

Bellevue Elementary School
Clary Middle School
Corcoran High School
Danforth Middle School
Ed Smith K-8
Expeditionary Learning School
Fowler High School

SCSD Graduation Rates
• 4-Year June Graduation Rate ……..….…..… 52%
• August Graduation Rate …..……………..………..… 56%

______

• Institute of Technology …..……..…………..…………… 82%

• Henninger High School ………..…………..…………… 56%
• Nottingham High School …...…………..….……….. 62%

• Corcoran High School …..……….……….…..…………… 67%

• Fowler High School …...…………..……………………………. 30%
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Fiscal Storm
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Healthcare
Up 86%

Fiscal Storm

Pension Costs
Up 355%

Infrastructure
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“Concrete, steel and fiber-optic 
cable are the essential building 

blocks of the economy . . . 

. . . Infrastructure is the backbone
of a healthy economy.”

- Robert Puentes, Brookings Institution

Bank Alley at East Fayette Street
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Water Main Breaks
2006-2014
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Water Main Breaks
Wednesday, January 29 through Sunday, February 2, 2014

NUMBER OF BREAKS 22
MATERIALS $    8,065

RESTORATION $159,494
FUEL $    2,174

MAINTENANCE TO VEHICLES $    2,350
LABOR $  33,657

GRAND TOTAL $205,739
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Asset Management Plan

Special Lighting Districts
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• 134 Special Lighting Districts

Special Lighting Districts

• More than $1.9 million annual bill

• Property owners pay only $223,000 a year

• $1.7 million gap is made up by all 
City taxpayers

Dedicated
Infrastructure Fund
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Total number of 
Whoosh! Transactions:

9,821

Total Whoosh! 
parking revenue:

$18,448

Aug. 19, 2014 to Jan. 22, 2015
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Bloomberg Philanthropies’ 
Innovation Teams Program: 

The Opportunity for Syracuse

1 of 14 cities selected
This image cannot  
currently be displayed.

• Syracuse has been competitively 
selected to join Bloomberg 
Philanthropies’ Innovation 
Teams program

• Our grant will allow our city to 
stand up a dedicated innovation 
team—or i-team—and leverage 
it to develop and deliver bold 
new solutions to the our most 
pressing problems
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Benediction
__________________________

Pastor Nebraski Carter
Living Waters Church of God in Christ
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January 29, 2015
Mayor Stephanie A. Miner

State of the City


