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CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Don Radke called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  

Members Present: Louise Birkhead, Kelly Colabello, Fouad Dietz, Bob Haley, Don Radke, Jeff Romano 

Excused:  Tim Bonaparte, Dan Leary, Julia Marshall   Staff: Kate Auwaerter 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

L. Birkhead made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by B. Haley.  The minutes were 

approved unanimously with the following revisions: 
 

Project Site Review:  401 S. Clinton Street.  It made the following recommendations:  that the existing sign be refurbished and maintained; that 

the existing tower be repaired and that the new proposed EIFS cornice should be omitted as incompatible with the historic district.  The board did 

recommend approval of the proposed tower window treatment.   

 
CA-10-19: 130 Circle Road.   Joseph Lee and Mijung Lee presented the application.  It was noted that the applicants had started work prior to 

receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness and that the Division of Code Enforcement had issued a Stop Work Order.  K. Auwaerter and J. Romano 

reported on their site visit to review the installed windows.  The eleven new windows are located on the first and second stories of the house on the 

north and west elevations.  The replacement windows are all full frame double-hung sash white vinyl windows.  The original windows were a 

mixture of wood double-hung sash on the first story and wood casements windows. on the upper stories.  The west façade features a large projecting 

sun porch with leaded glass, diamond pane casement windows.  The windows located on the side walls of the sun porch have been replaced with 

vinyl windows.  J. Romano noted that the new frames are larger smaller than the original openings and as a result there is a large gap between the 

frames and the steeply angled wooden sills. The applicants said that they did not know that a Certificate of Appropriateness was necessary for the 

replacement windows.  

 
CA-10-21: 223 Dewitt Street.  Mary Anne Theiss presented the application for a roof replacement.  The house is a Ward Wellington Ward that 

originally had a slate roof. The current roof is a brown colored architectural asphalt shingle that is in a deteriorated condition and leaking.  M. 

Theiss noted that they plan to install a roof vent and a full ice barrier as well as insulation to prevent any future ice and water damage.  K. 

Auwaerter noted that the application originally proposed a faux slate product.  The applicant amended her application, substituting GrandManor 

CertainTeed asphalt shingle for the faux slate…. B. Haley recommended that the applicant determine if the roof manufacturer made a product with 

less pronounced color variation and contrast. The applicant stated that she preferred the proposed roof material because of its slate-like appearance 

which in her opinion was closer to the original look of the house.  She also preferred the product because of its 50 year extended warranty.  
     

OLD BUSINESS 

CA-10-18: 1666 James Street. K. Auwaerter noted that Crawford & Stearns continues research on the 

repair/replacement options for steel windows.  The application was held open. 

 

CA-10-20: 409 Sedgwick Drive. K. Auwaerter reported that the applicant was still investigating window 

replacement options, including the sash replacement option recommended by the board.  The application 

was held open. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

CA-10-22: 223 Dewitt Street.  The applicant and owner, Mary Anne Theiss, presented a new application 

for a roof replacement.  The architectural asphalt shingle selected was Solaris by CertainTeed. Three color 

options were presented, all of which were acceptable to the board.  F. Dietz made a motion to accept the 

application for a roof replacement as submitted, approving Solaris by CertainTeed asphalt shingles in 
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either Dusky Clay, Crystal Grey or Aged Cedar with the proviso that the applicant contact staff once she 

had made her final color selection.  The motion was seconded by J. Romano and approved unanimously.     

 

Special Permit:  315-19 S. Clinton Street.  William Walton, project architect, presented the project to the 

board, which involves the conversion of the property to residential/commercial mixed use. The applicants 

are seeking Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits and have received approval from the National Park Service 

for their Part 2.  The board reviewed with the applicant the proposed shop front modifications and the 

window schedule, which includes both replacement as well as repair.  The board unanimously 

recommended approval of the application.   

 

Resubdivision:  504 & 506 Niagara Street.  K. Auwaerter noted that the building at 504 Niagara Street, a 

brick Italianate structure, was being rehabilitated by Home Headquarters with the assistance of Crawford & 

Stearns architects.  The building has been determined eligible for the National Register.  The surrounding 

neighborhood includes a number of large apartment complexes, institutional buildings and St. Lucy’s 

Church.  The board unanimously recommended approval of the resubdivision request.  

 

DISCUSSION  

LPS Nomination: 309 Van Rensselaer.  Because the deadline to advertise the public hearing had been 

missed, the public hearing will be scheduled for the next meeting.  The board discussed the interior 

designation of the property.  F. Dietz questioned the value of interior designations when the city has no 

means of determining whether or not the interior designation is being honored by the owner.  He noted that 

placing restrictions upon the deed to the house might be more effective. D. Radke noted that the request for 

interior designation had been put before the board and he asked the board members to be prepared to 

discuss the specifics of the designation after the public hearing at the next meeting.  He asked staff to 

provide the board members with any guidance regarding interiors given by the National Park Service.  F. 

Dietz also noted that the board had approved a partial interior designation of the Parke Avery house, which 

might provide a model for this case. 

 

ADJOURN 

F. Dietz made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by J. Romano.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05  

a.m. 

 


