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SYRACUSE PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 

May 8, 2012 5:30 pm Syra-Stat Office, 215 City Hall 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance: 
Present: Karen Convertino, George Curry, Rick Destito, Bob Doucette, Corky Goss, Nancy Keefe Rhodes, 

London Ladd, Dan Ward, Bahar Zaker 
 
Absent: Chris Capella-Peters, Joanna Spitzner    
 
Staff: Kate Auwaerter 

 
I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  

The Commission reviewed the minutes from the April 17, 2012 meeting. N. Keefe Rhodes moved 
to approve the minutes and B. Zaker seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.  

 
II. Old Business 

SPAC -12 -05 Journey, Misha Rabinovich.   Pam McLaughlin (Everson Museum) and Misha 

Rabinovich (artist) provided additional information as a follow-up to the April 17, 2012, 

presentation.  The new site plan showed the container located parallel to the primary path that 

runs diagonally across the Powelson Lot between Montgomery Street and E. Onondaga Street.  

P. McLaughlin reported that the container company, SPANO, recommended that they place the 

container up on blocks to protect the site and tree roots. However, elevating the container 

requires two steps up to the container floor, making it inaccessible to people in wheelchairs.  

She reported that Everson staff had determined that original works of art are exempt from ADA 

requirements.  She also noted that a wheelchair ramp would have to be 12ft long to meet ADA 

requirements and that the site could not accommodate such a ramp.  M. Rabinovich described 

the wiring, noting that a wire will be strung from the roof of the container to a nearby utility 

pole.  They also noted that the container itself will be securely locked at night.   

K. Auwaerter reminded the board that because this is a temporary work, the downtown 

moratorium does not impact the installation.  

The Commission discussed at length the accessibility issues.  The applicants explained that most 

of the installation will be visible from the exterior and that while the container is open, there 

will be people there to explain the work to the public.  There will also be brochures and QR 

codes to provide viewers with additional information.   
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P. McLaughlin described the extensive curatorial process that began with some 350 artist 

submissions.  The Other New York (TONY) includes 64 artists at 13 venues (including the outdoor 

city venues).   

N. Keefe Rhodes made a motion to accept the application for the temporary installation of 
Journey in the Powelson Lot in Columbus Circle as revised.  R. Destito seconded the motion 
which passed with B. Doucette and K. Convertino abstaining.  
 

III. New Business 
No New Business 
 

IV. Discussion 
Update on the Cardiff Giant. K. Auwaerter noted that Ty Marshall had asked be on the agenda 

to provide an update on the Cardiff Giant installation. However, he was not present.  K. 

Auwaerter stated that T. Marshall had done additional research into resin coatings and believed 

he had found coatings that could withstand weed-whackers.   N. Keefe Rhodes told the story of 

another copy of the Giant that was made in Homer, NY. 

Panel discussion on public art funding: May 30, 6:30-8:30 City Hall Commons.  K. Auwaerter 

noted that Ty Marshall was developing a panel discussion on public art funding.  The 

Commission had a brief discussion of Percent for Arts programs. 

Tunnel Vision project upcoming charettes.  K. Auwaerter handed out a description of a 40 Below 

Public Art Taskforce project to create a light mural for the tunnel between Armory Square and 

the former Trolley Lot.  The organizers were planning a number of design charettes which they 

hoped the Commissioners would attend.  K. Convertino questioned the process and asked why, 

if they were able to secure funding, they wouldn’t invite artists who work in the medium to 

present designs.  She suggested that the Commission should partner with the organizers to 

assist in an RFQ or RFP process.  

V. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm. 


