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SYRACUSE PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 

June 12, 2012 5:30 pm Syra-Stat Office, 215 City Hall 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance: 
Present:  Chris Capella-Peters, Karen Convertino, Rick Destito, Bob Doucette, Corky Goss,  

Nancy Keefe Rhodes, Dan Ward  
 
Absent:  George Curry, London Ladd, Joanna Spitzner, Bahar Zaker    
 
Staff:   Kate Auwaerter 

 
I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  

The Commission reviewed the minutes from the May 8, 2012 meeting. D. Ward moved to 
approve the minutes and N. Keefe Rhodes seconded the motion, which was approved 
unanimously.  

 
II. Old Business 

SPAC-12-04, Transitions, Timoth Frerichs.   Deb Ryan (Everson Museum) provided additional 

information as a follow-up to the April 17, 2012, presentation on this project.  D. Ryan presented 

a diagram of the interior of the container, depicting two curving sails made of Tyvek.  The sails 

will be anchored to the floor and ceiling of the container.  She also presented images and 

described the drawings, imagery and examples of flora that will be attached to the sails.  The 

artist will install signs with explanatory text on the interior of the container. The container will 

be staffed while open; the hours will coincide with the Erie Canal Museum’s operating hours.   

To address the potential lighting issue, the container will be open at both ends and the sails will 

be viewable from both sides of the container.  D. Ryan provided a scaled site map showing the 

placement of the container on Erie Blvd East.  It is a 20 ft container and will be set on an angle in 

the street with entrance up onto the side walk.  The container company will block and level the 

container upon delivery.  The proposed placement might require going over a parking space.  K. 

Auwaerter noted that the City’s transportation planner said it would be acceptable to move the 

container closer to the intersection with Oswego Street, which would avoid the parking spaces.   

N. Keefe Rhodes made a motion to accept the application as submitted with the condition that 

the applicant submit information regarding the final placement of the container.  The motion 

was seconded by R. Destito.  The motion passed with a majority vote; K. Convertino abstained. 



Approved as submitted 

 
III. New Business  

 
No New Business 
 

IV. Discussion 
 
Public Art Master Plan.   K. Auwaerter gave a brief introduction of the draft plan.  She thanked N. 
Keefe Rhodes, Dan Ward and Bahar Zaker for their assistance with the preparation of the draft.  
She described the plan, noting that each chapter is a goal with accompanying objectives and 
actions.  C. Capella-Peters recommended that the inventory section in the appendices be broken 
down by neighborhood or TNT unit and accompanied by corresponding maps.  The Commission 
also discussed timing and review of the draft.  K. Auwaerter noted she would have more detail 
at the next meeting regarding how the official review process will move forward and under what 
deadlines.  The Commission discussed the public comment and who will be asked to review the 
plan.  R. Destito recommended rather than going to all the TNTs that the facilitators and 
members of the TNT public art subcommittees be invited to a review session.  N. Keefe Rhodes 
recommended and the Commission agreed that this draft should not be shared until the 
Commission as a whole has come to consensus about its content.   C. Capella-Peters stated that 
when the Commission has an approved draft that it should be sent with a formal note to the 
Mayor. 
K. Auwaerter requested that all the Commission members review the draft plan which she will 
send out electronically.  She will compile the Commission comments and present a revised draft 
at the July meeting.    

 
V. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 pm. 


