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CITY OF SYRACUSE 
PUBLIC ART APPLICATION 
 
 
 

 
 

Project Title:              
 
Installation Type:  
   Donation to permanent art collection 
   Temporary installation   
   Proposed date and duration of installation:       

______Mural on private property 
 
Installation Location   
   Property Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
   Street Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
   Location Description [e.g., 15 ft. from building entrance]:       
             
              
 
Artwork Type [e.g., sculpture, mural, video]:         
   
Artwork Description [include fabrication date; medium, dimensions, materials and finishes]: 
             
             
             
             
             
  
Artist 
   Name:              
   Address:              
   Phone:              
   Email:              
 
Current Owner (if applicable) 
   Name:              
   Address:             
   Phone:              
   Email:              
 
Applicant 
   Name:              
   Address:              
   Phone:              
   Email:              
 
Signature: _________________________________________________ Date     



Sculpture Relocation: A team of public art advocates has resumed efforts to relocate the Stephen 

Calcagnino sculpture at 444 E. Genesee St. to a place of greater visibility. The group has secured artist 

and owner permissions and now seeks approval from the Public Art Commission. 

Background: In 2010, on a walk of the Connective 

Corridor, members of the Public Arts Task Force noticed an 

orphaned, out-of-the-way sculpture at the defunct entrance 

of 444 E. Genesee St., at the southwest corner of Townsend 

and Genesee streets. The Task Force proposed moving the 

sculpture to a city-owned plaza across the street, at 500 E. 

Genesee St., where passersby could readily see and enjoy it. 

The group approached the building’s owner about deeding 

the sculpture to the city, but those efforts languished and the 

building was sold. 

Renewed Effort: In 2016, with the property under new ownership and being actively marketed for 

redevelopment, the original proponents resumed their efforts. They have: 

 Engaged staff from the Downtown Committee of Syracuse and the City of Syracuse 

 Secured a letter of support from sculptor Stephen Calcagnino, approving the relocation of his work. 

 Secured an agreement from property owners Kyle and Bryan Bowers to donate the sculpture to the city. 

 Explored logistics of the relocation, including costs and potential funding sources. 

 Secured preliminary approval from the Syracuse Public Arts Commission. 

Team: The arts advocates working on the relocation are: 

Brendan Rose 

Public Artist 

Echo 

745 North Salina St. 

Syracuse, NY 13208 

rose.brendan@gmail.com 

(315) 882-3561 

Heather Schroeder 

Economic Development Manager 

Downtown Committee 

115 West Fayette St. 

Syracuse, NY  13202 

HSchroeder@downtownsyracuse.com 

(315) 470-1958 

Jim Emmons 

Dir., Syracuse Poster Project 

207 Paul Ave. 

Syracuse, NY 13206 

jim@posterproject.org 

(315) 424-8099 

Property Owners: 

Kyle Bowers and Bryan Bowers 

AECC Environmental Consulting/Bowers Development Group 

6308 Fly Road, East Syracuse, NY 13057 

(315) 432-9400 

Sculpture Details: The sculpture is a rectangular slab of concrete, rounded on edges and corners, set 

upright, like a horizontal sign. The piece is 91 inches long, 63 inches tall, and 23 inches wide. It sits on a 

low cement pedestal, 70 inches long, 6 inches tall, and 12 inches wide. It weighs approximately 8,000 

pounds (4 tons), and rests on a substantial below ground footing. The sculpture, which depicts an 

abstract eye shape on both sides, was cast in place in 1975, outside what was then a medical office 

building.  The artwork is listed in the Smithsonian Inventories of American Painting and Sculpture 

(#IAS NY001248). 

Proposed Relocation Site: A city-owned plaza at 500 E. Genesee St, the southeast corner of E. Genesee 

and Townsend streets. The site is directly across Townsend Street from the sculpture’s current location. 



Ownership and permission  

The building at 444 E. Genesee St. originally housed Syracuse Orthopedic Services and last housed the 

Syracuse Crime Lab. It then entered a period of vacancy. In 2011, S & W Redevelopment of North America 

listed the building for sale through the Sutton Companies. Sutton subsequently sold the building to AECC 

Environmental Consulting / Bowers Development Group, owned by Kyle Bowers and Bryan Bowers. 

The Bowers have prepared the building for redevelopment and listed it for sale. The sculpture relocation 

team has secured a letter of support from the Bowers in which they agree to donate the sculpture to the city. 

(See the attached letter). 

Removal  

Lifting the sculpture presents a challenge because it is solidly attached to the pedestal, and the pedestal is 

attached to a large below ground footing. Access to the sculpture is somewhat limited by the building itself, 

with a second floor that overhangs the sculpture. We will contract with civil engineers and concrete 

construction specialists to cut the sculpture from the pedestal and restore the original site to a smooth surface.  

New Site Selection  

We will move the sculpture across Townsend Street to the small city park at the southeast corner of 

Townsend and Genesee streets (500 E. Genesee St). The park consists of an empty concrete expanse near the 

crossroads, and farther back, trees, low walls for sitting, and a modest, block-like sculpture. We will place 

the sculpture approximately 28 feet from the curbs of Genesee and Townsend streets. It will be out of the 

way of sidewalk plows but readily viewable by pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. It will make the park, 

which now sees little use, more inviting. It will also round out the forthcoming series of public art pieces 

commissioned by and for the Connective Corridor. 

 

Transport  

We will hire a contractor remove the sculpture from its original location and move it across Townsend Street 

to the relocation site. We will coordinate the move with the Syracuse Department of Public Works. 

Installation  

Syracuse city workers will prepare a base for the sculpture and install the piece, in a coordinated effort with 

the contractor moving the piece. The base will be configured so that the sculpture could be moved to a new 

spot within the plaza at a future date. Thus the sculpture could accommodate redevelopment of the plaza. 



Budget  

Estimated budget items:  

Equipment for removal and transportation ............... $2,000.00 

Labor for removal and transportation ....................... $4,000.00 

Repair to concrete at original site ................................ $500.00 

Informational plaque ................................................... $500.00 

Rededication ceremony ............................................... $500.00 

Total ......................................................................... $7,500.00  

 

Funding 

The relocation team recently asked the Gifford Foundation to consider funding the relocation, but the 

foundation declined. The team has yet to follow up with Gifford about its decision and for advice on 

pursuing charitable funds elsewhere. The team will seek funding from other charitable foundations and in-

kind service from the Department of Public Works and construction firms.  

Schedule 

After approval from the Public Art Commission, the team will ask city councilors to accept donation of the 

sculpture from property owners Kyle and Bryan Bowers. The team will meet with lawyers for the city to 

clarify liability issues during the move. Liability would typically rest with the contractor. The team expects 

to accomplish these tasks by mid-August. It will also proceed with fund raising, aiming to raise the necessary 

funds and arrange in-kind contributions by mid-September. Relocation would take place in early October. 

Maintenance 

The sculpture could be hit by graffiti or bird droppings and require an occasional power washing. Otherwise, 

it should require little if any maintenance. It isn’t painted, has no moving parts, and can’t be dented. It has 

existed outdoors, albeit sheltered, since 1975, without problems. 

Attachments: 

1. Photo overview of existing site and relocation site. 

2. Relocation site plan. 

3. Letter of support from Kyle Bowers, owner of the sculpture. 

4. Letter of support from Stephen Calcagnino, sculptor. 

5. Letter of support from the Downtown Committee of Syracuse. 

 

 



Artist: Stephen Calcagnino Created: 1975



444 E. Genesee St. @ intersection with South Townsend



Hidden Location



 Discovered on Public Arts Task Force walk-about on the Connective Corridor in 2010



The new owners, Bowers Development, have agreed to donate 
the piece, but… the building is on the market.



The proposed move - keeping it local
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Heather Schroeder

From: Kyle BDEV. Bowers <kbowers@bdevgroup.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 9:05 AM
To: Heather Schroeder
Cc: Bryan Bowers
Subject: RE: 444 East Genesee St. - Follow up 

Good morning Heather, 
 
My brother and I talked it over and we have absolutely no problem donating the statue that currently sits underneath 
444. Our only requirement is that the party removing the artwork provides us with proof of insurance before 
proceeding. That way if it topples over onto someone’s foot during the move, we don’t end up with a lawsuit. We’d also 
ask that they schedule the move with us, so we’re all on the same page on when it’s taking place.  
 
From our perspective, there’s no need for press. We are happy to donate the piece and happy to help the Downtown 
Committee in any way possible. 
 
Have a great day, 
 
Kyle 
 
 

From: Heather Schroeder [mailto:HSchroeder@downtownsyracuse.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 11:20 AM 
To: Kyle BDEV. Bowers 
Subject: RE: 444 East Genesee St. - Follow up  
 
Hi Kyle, 
 
Hope you’re doing well! I wanted to touch base about 444 E. Genesee. I just had a meeting with a developer today and 
put 444 on the list of available properties for redevelopment; I listed Tyler’s contact information for any follow‐up.  
 
I was also approached by some community members recently and wanted to share a potential marketing opportunity 
with you. A pair of community artists – Jim Emmons and Brendan Rose – are interested in moving the sculpture at the 
base of your property. The sculpture was cast in place when the building opened as an eye‐and‐ear medical office, and 
the themes in the artwork reflect that use. Since the building is no longer a medical office, and the artwork itself is 
located somewhat behind the building, Jim and Brendan are interested in moving it new a more prominent location 
downtown (to be determined). Jim has been in touch with the sculptor, Stephen Calcagnio, who said he is fine with 
moving the artwork; Stephen hails from Syracuse originally and also has some artwork in the Meadowbrook 
neighborhood near Nottingham High School. 
 
I’m not sure if you’ve spoken with Jim and Brendan yet, but they’re seeking permission from the building owners to 
move the sculpture. As I understand it, they would like to undertake the labor and expense of moving the piece; all they 
would need from you is your permission. It seems like a great marketing opportunity for your property as well – the 
Downtown Committee could help get the word out that you’ve donated the artwork to a community group, and there 
would be a great media opportunity for photos/press release of the building during the sculpture move. Removing the 
heavy piece would also clear the plaza for a new potential use (e.g. marketing as restaurant seating). 
 
Please let me know what you think about donating the sculpture, and feel free to give me a call if you’d like to discuss in 
more detail. My number is 470‐1958. 
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