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October 10, 2017 
Room 215 City Hall 

5:30 p.m.  
 
 

I. Attendance 

 

Present: Emanuel Carter, Karen Convertino, Bob Doucette, Nancy Keefe Rhodes, Sofia Paniagua, 

and Dan Ward  

 

Absent:   Ellen Blalock, Rick Destito, Corky Goss, Joanna Spitzner, Bahar Zaker 

 

Staff:  Kate Auwaerter 

 

II. Meeting called to order at 5:35 p.m.  

The Commission reviewed the minutes of September 21, 2017. N. Keefe Rhodes made a motion 

to approve the minutes as submitted, which was seconded by B. Doucette. The motion passed 

unanimously with two abstentions (Emanuel Carter and Sofia Paniagua). 

 

III. Old Business 

No Old Business 

 

IV. New Business 

Welcome New Members:  D. Ward welcomed new members Emanuel Carter and Sofia Paniagua 

to the Commission.   

 

SPAC 17-16:  Act One: Betty and the Candle, and Grand Finale, Kevin Jerome Everson.  Anneke 

Herre (Light Work) presented the application for the screening of two videos by artist Kevin 

Jerome Everson:  Act One: Betty and the Candle and Grand Finale.  The videos will be screened 

from November 9 through December 23, 2017.  The artist will be at the Everson Museum on 

November 16 for the local premiere of his feature-length film Erie, which is related to the two 

pieces on view on the Everson’s plaza.  The Commission reviewed both works and A. Herre 

provided the artist’s description of the pieces and his biography.    

 

In discussion, the Commission asked A. Herre about the sound on both videos.  She noted that 

Betty and the Candle was silent.  Grand Finale has sound that accompanies the fireworks display 

in the video.  The Commission discussed if this could be misconstrued as gunfire from a distance.  

A. Herre explained that the sound was narrowly directed toward the plaza and that experience 
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has shown that the sound is not disruptive to the residential neighborhood to the south of the 

museum.   

B. Doucette made a motion to approve the application as submitted, which was seconded by N. 

Keefe Rhodes and approved unanimously.   

 

V. Discussion 

Temporary Art Program:  Downtown Creekwalk Art Trail concept.  K. Auwaerter explained that 

she, Merike Treier (Downtown Committee of Syracuse) and Susan Boyle (Common Council) had 

several meetings to discuss the possibility of initiating a temporary art program to be located 

downtown.  The program would be based on Ithaca’s annual Art in the Heart program, whereby 

the City of Ithaca and the Ithaca Downtown Alliance send out a call for temporary works to be 

placed at specific downtown sites.  Each artist is paid a stipend to cover transportation, 

installation and de-installation of their artwork.  Artwork remains on display for a 6-8 month 

period.  All artwork is for sale and in years past, the city has purchased particularly popular 

pieces to add to the public art collection.  K. Auwaerter reported that they had discussed 

developing a similar program that would focus on sites along the downtown portion of the 

Onondaga Creekwalk.  The popularity of the Creekwalk guarantees that many people would see 

the artwork.  The presence of the artwork would also work as a wayfinding tool for this portion 

of the Creekwalk, which doesn’t follow the creek and can be confusing for Creekwalk users. 

     

The Commission discussed the concept and was generally supportive.  During the conversation, 

B. Doucette noted that the Syracuse community has an important Native American presence 

and history that has not been engaged by the public art program.  The Commission members 

agreed that Haundenosaunee artists should be represented within the collection.  The 

Commission suggested that the temporary art program could adopt Native American art as its 

first theme and the first step would be to engage with the Onondaga Nation.   

  

VI. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


