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SYRACUSE PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 11, 2012 5:30 pm Syra-Stat Office, 215 City Hall 

 
Attendance 

Present:  Karen Convertino, George Curry, Rick Destito, Corky Goss, Nancy Keefe Rhodes, 
Joanna Spitzner, Dan Ward, Bahar Zaker 

 
Absent:   Chris Capella-Peters, Bob Doucette, London Ladd 

 
Staff:  Kate Auwaerter 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
The Commission reviewed the minutes from the October 9, 2012 meeting. N. Keefe Rhodes 
moved to approve the minutes and G. Curry seconded the motion, which was approved 
unanimously with the following revisions: 

 Bahar Zaker was absent at the October 9 meeting. 
 

II. Old Business 
No Old Business 
 

III. New Business  
 
SPAC 12-10 Stainless, Adam Magyar.  Anneke Herre presented the proposal for a UVP 

installation by artist Adam Magyar at the Everson UVP site.  She described the artist’s work and 

the proposed installation, noting that Light Work will also be hosting an artist reception and 

presentation.  R. Destito made a motion to approve the application as submitted, which was 

seconded by G. Curry.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

In discussion about overall UVP planning, A. Herre reported that Light Work has been discussing 

ways to attract viewers to the UVP installations, during the winter in particular, noting 

attendees to ice hockey games at the War Memorial were an obvious audience.  She also noted 

Winterfest and the possibility of a Clinton Square venue now with the new mobile UVP unit. 

2013 Calendar:  The 2013 Calendar was reviewed and accepted. Commission members also 

discussed the importance of having artists meet with K. Auwaerter and the Commission early in 

the process.  R. Destito and K. Convertino recommended that an application submission 
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schedule should be posted so that deadlines are clear and there is sufficient lead time to 

prepare the applications for Commission review.   

IV. Discussion 
Syracuse Industrial Development Authority and Public Art Commission review: Pink Clouds and 

Lipe Art Park.    K. Auwaerter reported that in the process of determining how to address a 

situation where artwork had been installed in Lipe Art Park prior to Commission approval, she 

had reviewed the Public Art Ordinance and consulted with Corporation Counsel.  The Ordinance 

states that the Commission does not have jurisdiction over land owned by public authorities; as 

SIDA is a public authority, Lipe Art Park is outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction.   So in terms 

of Pink Clouds, no action would be taken.  However, because SIDA owns significant properties 

throughout the city, K. Auwaerter will be working on an agreement with SIDA that will allow the 

Commission the opportunity for review and comment on any public art proposed for SIDA land.  

Public Art Application Process and Procedures:  The Commission discussed in depth the need to 

improve communications with the local art community about the public art process and at the 

same time improve and clarify the process itself.  R. Destito expressed a strong desire to see the 

Commission provide more educational opportunities for the local arts community interested in 

public art.  K. Convertino noted her efforts with K. Auwaerter to organize a workshop that would 

provide practical assistance to artists interested in working within the public art realm, 

specifically how to work with public art commissions and respond to RFPs and RFQs.  R. Destito 

also noted the need for technical assistance in determining how to raise funds in support of 

public art.   K. Auwaerter recommended that these should be topics to discuss at the January 

meeting, which will be the opportunity to establish the work plan for 2013. 

Public Art at the Airport and Perseverance Park/Common Center Initiatives.  Related to 2013 

work plan, K. Auwaerter noted that a subcommittee had been formed to work on developing a 

public art program at the airport.  An initial meeting with the airport commissioner is being 

organized. 

She also reported that George Curry and she will be working on the initiative to redesign the 

former Common Center site.  She noted that this will be an opportunity to engage the larger 

public in a discussion of urban design, public art and public space.  It may also provide an 

opening to kick start some sort of percent for the art program. 

City is Asleep and Dreaming, Jason Bernagozi installation in Rochester.  Those who attended the 

installation discussed its merits with the full Commission.  J. Spitzner said that the artist was 

interested in doing a similar installation in Syracuse.  She also offered to organize a meeting with 

the artist when he is next in Syracuse. 

V. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm. 


