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REGULAR MEETING  
January 13, 2015 

 SyraStat Office (Rm 215 City Hall) 
5:30 pm 

Attendance 
Present:  Karen Convertino, George Curry, Rick Destito, Kerry Kennedy, London Ladd, 

Nancy Keefe Rhodes, Joanna Spitzner, Dan Ward, Bahar Zaker 
Absent:   Bob Doucette, Corky Goss  
Staff:   Kate Auwaerter 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
The Commission reviewed the minutes of December 9, 2014. G. Curry made a motion to 
approve the minutes, which was seconded by N. Keefe Rhodes. The minutes were approved as 
submitted. 
 

II. Old Business: No Old Business 
 

III. New Business/Discussion  
Connective Corridor Public Art RFQ.   Quinton Fletchall provided an update on the Connective 
Corridor’s request for qualifications for public art.  The Connective Corridor has approximately 
$650,000 earmarked for public art along the corridor (which runs from University Avenue to E. 
Genesee Street to Fayette Street to West Street).  The overall theme of the call is “illumination 
of the Connective Corridor through art”. A jury of approximately 11 people will select a group of 
6-10 finalists who will be invited to Syracuse to make public presentations about their artwork.  
The community will be given an opportunity to comment as the designs progress.  The work that 
is on public property will go through the public art process and will come before the Public Art 
Commission.   
Commission members had questions about maintenance.  Q. Fletchall noted that all artwork 
had to have a lifespan of at least 5 years. Those works that are placed on private property will be 
maintained through an agreement between the artist and the property owner.  Works on public 
property will be adopted into the public art inventory and will be the City’s responsibility.  K. 
Convertino noted the importance of durability and ease of maintenance for any works on public 
property.  In regard to the jury pool, she recommended that the Connective Corridor reach 
beyond SU alumni and faculty to identify jury members that are diverse and truly representative 
of the community.  N. Keefe Rhodes again emphasized the importance of the Commission’s 
involvement as designs are progressed.  The Commission noted that it wants individual 
applications (rather than a combined application) and suitable time to comment.   The due date 
for the RFQ is March 1.  J. Spitzner suggested that the Commission convene a workshop for 
artists, as discussed at previous meetings, prior to the March 1 deadline. 
 
Mobile Museum of American Artifacts (MMoAA).  D. Ward shared information about the 
traveling museum and noted that he had spoken to the artist/curator Laurelin Kruse who is 
bringing MMoAA to Syracuse.  The project does not require Commission approval; however, the 
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Commission discussed the project in terms of its reception of the project in the community.  K. 
Kennedy brought up the issue of ownership of the artifacts collected – are they returned or do 
they become part of a permanent collection – and how this is communicated to the community 
and neighborhoods that MMoAA visits.  K. Convertino suggested that it would be worth 
checking in with other communities to see how the project was received.   
 
New Urban Space Project Update.   K. Auwaerter and G. Curry reported to the Commission on 
the response to the RFP for the redesign of the former Common Center/Perseverance Park site.  
SURA received a total of 25 responses from teams across the nation; of these 4 teams have been 
shortlisted and will come to Syracuse to present their credentials.  K. Auwaerter noted that 
there would be public presentations from the short listed teams.  A jury will select the finalist 
who will then work with community to develop the design of the park.   
 
Airport Art program.  N. Keefe Rhodes asked for an update on the airport program and noted 
that there were unanswered jurisdictional questions.  K. Auwaerter stated that she had not had 
any recent communication with the Airport Commissioner.  She also stated that based on her 
understanding, the airport art program comes under the jurisdiction of the Commission.  
However, she was looking for a diplomatic route to address this issue with the airport authority.  
K. Convertino reported on the latest installation that the Everson has placed in the display cases.  
N. Keefe Rhodes asked that the airport be placed on the next meeting’s agenda. 
 

IV. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 


