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REGULAR MEETING  
June 9, 2015 

 SyraStat Office (Rm 215 City Hall) 
5:30 pm 

Attendance  
Present:  Karen Convertino, Rick Destito, Bob Doucette Kerry Kennedy, Nancy 

Keefe Rhodes, Joanna Spitzner, Dan Ward, Bahar Zaker 
 
Absent:  George Curry, Corky Goss, London Ladd 
 
Staff:   Kate Auwaerter 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
The Commission reviewed the minutes of April 14, 2015. N. Keefe Rhodes made a 
motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by K. Convertino.  The minutes 
were approved unanimously as submitted. 
 

II. Old Business:  
No Old Business 
 

III. New Business  
Connective Corridor Public Art RFQ.   Quinton Fletchall presented an update on the 
Connective Corridor Public Art REQ.  He reported that over a two day period a jury 
interviewed the 16 semi-finalists artists, and from this list, 6 artists have been selected.  
He introduced each of the 6 finalists and presented images from their respective 
portfolios.  The artists include:  
• BJ Krivanek :  http://www.krivanek-breaux.com/.   
• Blessing Hancock http://www.blessinghancock.com/ 
• Dewitt Godfrey - http://dewittgodfrey.com/ 
• Erwin Redl - http://www.paramedia.net/   
• Sam Van Aken –http://www.samvanaken.com/  
• Wesley Heiss - http://wesheiss.com/  
 
The Commission commented on the diversity of the artwork that includes large scale 
steel sculptures, lighting, projections and text based artwork as well as landscape art.  Q. 
Fletchall noted that some of the artists might be commissioned to produce a couple 
smaller pieces and others a single work.   He also noted that no decisions about 
locations have been made at this point.  Over the next few months, the artists will visit 
Syracuse to review the Connective Corridor and the potential sites.  As most of the 
available sites are in the public right-of-way, the majority of the projects will most likely 
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go through the Public Art process.  This prompted a larger discussion regarding 
maintenance of the new works.  It was noted that the artwork within the public right-of-
way or on municipal land would have to be approved by Common Council and 
maintenance would become the City’s responsibility.  This will require early 
communication with the department responsible for maintenance and upkeep (most 
likely Skilled Trades).  K. Convertino also noted that down the line, there may be 
questions about how maintenance and/or repair should be carried out and which entity 
(the artist or the City department) gets the final say.  Q. Fletchall said he would look into 
the contract language regarding maintenance.  It was agreed that the complexity of 
maintenance and the maintenance budget should be part of the selection/approval 
criteria for any of the artwork.    
 
As part of the broader discussion of artwork maintenance, the Commission discussed 
the maintenance issues facing the existing inventory, noting that there is currently no 
budget specific to public art.  N. Keefe Rhodes suggested that a fund could be developed 
specifically dedicated to the public art program that people could contribute to, perhaps 
as one of the local foundations. K. Auwaerter said she thought that CNY Community 
Foundation might have such a fund and would find out.  
 

IV. Discussion 
New Urban Space Project Update.  K. Auwaerter reported that the SURA was still 
working toward getting under contract with the design team.  She noted that at this 
point, the project would probably not get underway until September when everyone 
returns from summer vacations.  
  
Airport Public Art.  K. Auwaerter reported that she had met with Jennifer McIntyre, 
marketing director at the airport.  She introduced the Commission’s suggestion that the 
airport seek out temporary artwork related to specific events or conferences that bring 
sizeable crowds through the airport. She used the Global Mural Conference in 2016 as 
an example of an event around which a temporary installation could be envisioned and 
that would appeal both to conference goers as well as the general public.  J. McIntyre 
was positive about the idea and said she would talk to the CVB about upcoming events.  
K. Auwaerter said she would assist in pulling together an RFP once a goal was set.  
 
July Meeting: Date change.   The Commission agreed to move the July meeting date 
forward two weeks to July 28 in order to accommodate travel schedules as well as the 
UVP’s summer submission schedule. 
 

V. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


