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REGULAR MEETING  
July 28, 2015 

 SyraStat Office (Rm 215 City Hall) 
5:30 pm 

Attendance 
Present:  Rick Destito, Corky Goss, Kerry Kennedy, London Ladd, Nancy Keefe Rhodes, 

Dan Ward, Joanna Spitzner, Bahar Zaker 
Absent:   Karen Convertino, George Curry, Bob Doucette   
Staff:   Kate Auwaerter 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
The Commission reviewed the minutes of June 9, 2015.  N. Keefe Rhodes made a motion to 
approve the minutes as submitted, which was seconded by R. Destito. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

II. Old Business:  
No Old Business 
 

III. New Business/Discussion  
 
SPAC 15-02: Leviathan, Harvard Sensory Ethnography Lab (UVP).  Anneka Herre presented the 
application for the screening of Leviathan by artists/filmmakers Lucian Cataing-Taylor and 
Verena Paravel.  The film is a critically acclaimed portrait of the contemporary commercial 
fishing industry.  The video will be screened at the Everson UVP site from September 10 through 
October 24, 2015.  A. Herre described the work and the artist’s process.  The Commission 
reviewed a portion of the video and A. Herre provided highlights from the artists’ biography.  N. 
Keefe Rhodes made a motion to approve the application as submitted which was seconded by B. 
Zaker. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
SPAC 14-03: Reach, Echo.  Damian Vallelonga presented the application for a mural at 508-510 
Westcott Street and 124 Dell Street.  The mural is on two sides of a publically visible stairwell 
wall attached to the building at 124 Dell Street and visible from a courtyard and public footpath 
between 508-510 Westcott Street and Dell Street.  The mural is based on the mythical figure 
Daedalus and his son Icarus.  The east wall shows Daedalus reaching for the sun with the 
labyrinth beneath his feet.  The north side wall, is an image of Icarus flying toward the same sun 
with an image of Daedalus in the distance seen through the maze.  The artwork is in two styles – 
the figures are drawn in a black and white sketch style, while the maze painted in colorful layers 
that provide depth to the maze sections.   
 
The Commission discussed the mural content. N. Keefe Rhodes noted that many of the recent 
mural proposals have been abstract designs and that she was pleased to see a more 
representational work.  She questioned the depiction of Daedalus’ wings which the artist had 
drawn as attached to the figure’s back with a harness.  She noted that a more literal 
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interpretation of the story would not include a harness. Other Commission members stated that 
this was acceptable as the artist’s own interpretation of the story.   D. Vallelonga indicated that 
the image was not yet finalized.  The Commission agreed to approve the application upon 
submission of the final drawing.  C. Goss made the motion to approve on submittal of the final 
drawing, which was seconded by R. Destito.  The motion was approved unanimously.   
 

IV. Discussion 
Public Art Acquisition Fund.  K. Auwaerter informed the Commission that $10,000 was 
earmarked in the City budget for public art.  She had two recommendations for use the funding:  
to design a template for and manufacture signage for existing artworks.  She suggested that the 
DPW sign shop might be able to make the signage for the Commission.  Her other suggestion 
was to select one or two artworks to restore.  The Commission discussed both suggestions. K. 
Kennedy noted that a thorough review of all the artworks to determine their condition and 
prioritize their maintenance and restoration was essential.  The commission also discussed the 
need for signage and how this would help inform the public about the City’s public art program. 
K. Auwaerter said she would find out if either of these proposals were eligible for the City’s 
funding and would get back to the Commission.  
 
New Urban Space project:  K. Auwaerter reported that the design team lead by !melk was under 
contract with SURA and that she was working with the team on their upcoming visit to Syracuse 
scheduled for September 24-26.  Details were being worked out on the visit, which will be a 
primary opportunity for community engagement, idea gathering and public participation.  K. 
Auwaerter noted that at the next meeting she would have a detailed itinerary and noted that 
the Commission would be invited to participate in a focus group. 
 
Airport Art Program.  K. Auwaerter noted that she had met with staff at the airport (Jennifer 
McIntyre) to discuss the idea of creating a temporary installation built around a theme that 
would be based on an upcoming regional event or convention – something that could appeal 
both to the general public as well as the participants traveling through the airport.  J. McIntyre 
said she was interested by the idea and agreed that temporary works would be more desirable 
than permanent.  K. Auwaerter left it with airport staff to identify the theme and that she would 
help with the RFP.   
 

V. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


