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PROGRAM UPDATES

SAY YES WRAPAROUND MODEL INCLUDES 
MENTAL HEALTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT
•  Mental health clinics are now located in 23 schools in the  
 Syracuse City School District, allowing clinicians to provide  
 critical services during the school day and on site,  
 preventing lost instruction time for students.

•  In 2013, the in-school support collaboration with  
 Onondaga County served 603 families, providing help to  
 748 parents and guardians and 1,623 children.

•  All elementary, middle, and high schools have personnel in  
 place to support students and families around issues related  
 to attendance, behavior, and family relationships.

•  Say Yes and Onondaga County have collaborated with  
 Arise, Contact Community Services, Huntington Family  
 Centers, St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center, and Syracuse  
 Community Health Center to provide these programs.

SAY YES HELPS STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 
WITH COLLEGE AND CAREER PREPARATION
•  Students from the Syracuse City School District are  

offered free SAT preparation classes to help them  
prepare for this rigorous exam used by many colleges  
in the admissions process. This program is a  
collaboration of mentors and tutors from Syracuse  
University and 100 Black Men of Syracuse.

•  Staff from Say Yes, OnPoint for College, Hillside Work- 
Scholarship Connection, and the Financial Aid  
Counselor Network collaborated to support students  
and families completing financial aid forms at several  
FAFSA events throughout the school year. More than  
500 students attended these events in the 2013-14  
school year.

•  More than 450 students participated in SAT prep  
classes in the 2013-14 school year.

•  As new private colleges join the Higher Education  
Compact, Say Yes has given families and students  
the opportunity to hear about what to expect in the  
admissions process from competitive institutions like  
Cornell, Hamilton, and Notre Dame. Our first College  
Access Panel was held at Henninger High School  
last spring.

•  Say Yes Syracuse received a $200,000 grant from  
the Lumina Foundation to support our college access  
programming.

SAY YES SUPPORTS PARENT PROGRAMS
•  Parent University offers parents and other family members  
 a variety of meaningful classes and workshops that will  
 complement their existing skills and provide opportunities  
 for additional growth and development to contribute to  
 their children’s academic and social-emotional success.

•  Parent University classes cover topics such as financial  
 literacy, healthy cooking, computer skills, fitness,  
 and wellness.

“The investments we are making today in our students through the Say Yes Scholarships 
will benefit our community for many years and decades to come. These scholarships 
challenge our students to excel and become productive contributors to the economic 
and social vitality of our region. We are grateful to our community leaders for their 
commitment and collaboration, working together to create an endowment to fulfill the 
tuition promise - an invaluable asset for our community.”

— Lee Davis, President & COO, O’Brien & Gere, Say Yes Scholarship Board Chair

CNY Community Foundation
431 E Fayette Street #100
Syracuse, NY 13202

Donations to the Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund can be made at www.sayyessyracuse.org. The fund is managed by the Central New York Community Foundation.  
Gifts and pledges will be matched by SRC, Inc.

SAY YES – GETTING STUDENTS TO AND THROUGH COLLEGE
•  Since 2009, more than 2,600 Syracuse City School  
 District graduates have enrolled in college with  
 Say Yes support.

•  For those attending public colleges and universities,   
 the Say Yes Endowment, Say Yes Foundation, and  
 individual donors have provided more than $4.5 million  
 in direct tuition assistance; $406,000 in aid has been  
 provided to those attending private colleges in the Say  
 Yes Higher Education Compact.

•  As of June 2013, nearly 90 percent of Say Yes  
 Syracuse Scholars attending private colleges and  
 universities advanced from freshman to sophomore  
 year, a critical measure of persistence and a predictor  
 of graduation. This compares to a national rate of  
 67 percent. For four-year public institutions, that rate of  
 persistence was 69 percent versus the national average  
 of 65 percent.

•  More than 250 Say Yes Scholars have graduated from  
 four-year colleges and universities.

To find out how you can help Syracuse City School District students get to and through college, contact Lisa Moore, director of 
development, Say Yes Syracuse, at 315.443.4320, lmoore@sayyestoeducation.org
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“Say Yes has helped me further realize that 
school is an essential ingredient for success. I 
have met some of the most compassionate and 
inspiring people through this organization, and 
it inspires me to help others.’’

— Jamel McMullin, senior,  
University of Buffalo

“Say Yes Syracuse to me 
means community, brilliance, 
devotion, opportunity and 
beauty. It has allowed me to 
get an outstanding college 
education.’’

— Shaqulia Johnson, senior,  
State University College at Buffalo

NINE NEW COLLEGES JOIN  
SAY YES PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
Nine colleges and universities–including four on the 
West Coast–have joined Say Yes to Education as 
partner institutions.

They are Colorado College in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Davidson College in Davidson, North 
Carolina; Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; Lycoming College in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania; Occidental College, Pitzer College, 
and the University of Southern California, all in 
Los Angeles; Stanford University in Palo Alto, 
California; and Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

With the addition of these partner institutions, 
the Say Yes Compact has 69 private colleges 
and universities as members. They include 
Colgate University, Cornell University, Duke 
University, Hamilton College, Harvard University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Medaille 
College, Northeastern University, Princeton 
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Rice 
University, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Syracuse University, University of Notre Dame, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University.
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SAY YES PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR 
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING
•  In 2013-14 more than 4,100 Syracuse City  
 School District students participated in after- 
 school programs.

•  Programs are the collaborative effort of the  
 district, community-based organizations,  
 and the Syracuse Teachers Association,  
 whose members serve as lead teachers  
 within each respective program.

•  The program has received funding from  
 nationally recognized education  
 organizations including the Wallace  
 Foundation and the Ford Foundation.

SAY YES BACK TO SCHOOL GALA 
RAISES FUNDS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
THE BACK TO SCHOOL GALA to benefit the Say Yes Syracuse Endowment Fund was 
held this fall at the Landmark Theatre in Syracuse. The gala attracted more than 250 
people, including 21 Say Yes to Education Scholars, whose tickets were sponsored 
by donors. The event raised $130,579. All of the event proceeds were matched by 
Say Yes partner SRC, Inc. The gala was hosted by Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner, 
Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney, and Superintendent of Schools Sharon 
L. Contreras. Miner and Mahoney declared September 5, 2014, Say Yes to Education 
Community Support Day in Syracuse and Onondaga County.

THE SAY YES SYRACUSE SCHOLARSHIP BOARD
The Say Yes Syracuse Scholarship Board was created in 2013 to provide local accountability and sustainability of the 
Say Yes to Education tuition promise. The board is responsible for oversight of the fundraising activities to support the 
Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund and maintains accountability of contributions to the fund, assuring that they 
will be used for their intended purpose. The Scholarship Board also provides oversight of the eligibility and criteria 
guidelines for scholarship grant awards made from the fund.

The 2014-15 Scholarship Board consists of: R. Leland Davis, chair, O’Brien & Gere; Philip Fazio, vice 
chair, SRC, Inc.; Peter Dunn, treasurer, Central New York Community Foundation, Inc.; Janice Turner, secretary, 
Syracuse City School District/Bethany Baptist Church; Anthony P. Marshall, Esq., counsel, Harris Beach; Stephen 
Fournier, KeyBank; Steven Goldberg, Raymour and Flanigan; Melanie Littlejohn, National Grid; Cornelius 
B. Murphy Jr., SUNY ESF; Allen J. Naples, M&T Bank; Mary Anne Schmitt-Carey, Say Yes to Education, Inc.; 
Eric F. Spina, Syracuse University.

SAY YES SUMMER ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM
•  Since 2009 Say Yes to Education, the Syracuse  
 City School District, the Syracuse Teachers  
 Association and community-based organizations  
 have provided summer academic programs for  
 2,000 to 3,000 students each year with a focus  
 on English Language Arts and mathematics.

•  Approximately 200 college students, many of them  
 Say Yes Scholars, work in the summer enrichment  
 program each year, leading activities in arts,  
 crafts, music, and sports.

FREE SAY YES LEGAL CLINICS  
ASSIST FAMILIES
•  More than 300 attorneys have provided pro  
 bono legal services as part of the Say Yes  
 Legal Clinics.

•  Thanks to the support of the Volunteer Lawyers  
 Project and the Onondaga County Bar  
 Association, the clinics have provided a direct  
 benefit to 231 Say Yes Syracuse families,  
 representing 442 children and 345 adults.

•  In 2013, 341 Say Yes Syracuse families  
 received legal assistance through housing  
 court. This program benefited 464 adults and  
 797 children facing eviction, keeping them out  
 of emergency housing and saving Onondaga  
 County thousands of dollars per family.

p1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Cyanp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Magentap1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Yellowp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Black



PROGRAM UPDATES

“Say Yes has helped me further realize that 
school is an essential ingredient for success. I 
have met some of the most compassionate and 
inspiring people through this organization, and 
it inspires me to help others.’’

— Jamel McMullin, senior,  
University of Buffalo

“Say Yes Syracuse to me 
means community, brilliance, 
devotion, opportunity and 
beauty. It has allowed me to 
get an outstanding college 
education.’’

— Shaqulia Johnson, senior,  
State University College at Buffalo

NINE NEW COLLEGES JOIN  
SAY YES PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
Nine colleges and universities–including four on the 
West Coast–have joined Say Yes to Education as 
partner institutions.

They are Colorado College in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Davidson College in Davidson, North 
Carolina; Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; Lycoming College in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania; Occidental College, Pitzer College, 
and the University of Southern California, all in 
Los Angeles; Stanford University in Palo Alto, 
California; and Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

With the addition of these partner institutions, 
the Say Yes Compact has 69 private colleges 
and universities as members. They include 
Colgate University, Cornell University, Duke 
University, Hamilton College, Harvard University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Medaille 
College, Northeastern University, Princeton 
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Rice 
University, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Syracuse University, University of Notre Dame, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

12711P Say Yes pstr2_outlines_hi.pdf   1   8/27/14   11:18 AM

SAY YES PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR 
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING
•  In 2013-14 more than 4,100 Syracuse City  
 School District students participated in after- 
 school programs.

•  Programs are the collaborative effort of the  
 district, community-based organizations,  
 and the Syracuse Teachers Association,  
 whose members serve as lead teachers  
 within each respective program.

•  The program has received funding from  
 nationally recognized education  
 organizations including the Wallace  
 Foundation and the Ford Foundation.

SAY YES BACK TO SCHOOL GALA 
RAISES FUNDS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
THE BACK TO SCHOOL GALA to benefit the Say Yes Syracuse Endowment Fund was 
held this fall at the Landmark Theatre in Syracuse. The gala attracted more than 250 
people, including 21 Say Yes to Education Scholars, whose tickets were sponsored 
by donors. The event raised $130,579. All of the event proceeds were matched by 
Say Yes partner SRC, Inc. The gala was hosted by Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner, 
Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney, and Superintendent of Schools Sharon 
L. Contreras. Miner and Mahoney declared September 5, 2014, Say Yes to Education 
Community Support Day in Syracuse and Onondaga County.

THE SAY YES SYRACUSE SCHOLARSHIP BOARD
The Say Yes Syracuse Scholarship Board was created in 2013 to provide local accountability and sustainability of the 
Say Yes to Education tuition promise. The board is responsible for oversight of the fundraising activities to support the 
Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund and maintains accountability of contributions to the fund, assuring that they 
will be used for their intended purpose. The Scholarship Board also provides oversight of the eligibility and criteria 
guidelines for scholarship grant awards made from the fund.

The 2014-15 Scholarship Board consists of: R. Leland Davis, chair, O’Brien & Gere; Philip Fazio, vice 
chair, SRC, Inc.; Peter Dunn, treasurer, Central New York Community Foundation, Inc.; Janice Turner, secretary, 
Syracuse City School District/Bethany Baptist Church; Anthony P. Marshall, Esq., counsel, Harris Beach; Stephen 
Fournier, KeyBank; Steven Goldberg, Raymour and Flanigan; Melanie Littlejohn, National Grid; Cornelius 
B. Murphy Jr., SUNY ESF; Allen J. Naples, M&T Bank; Mary Anne Schmitt-Carey, Say Yes to Education, Inc.; 
Eric F. Spina, Syracuse University.

SAY YES SUMMER ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM
•  Since 2009 Say Yes to Education, the Syracuse  
 City School District, the Syracuse Teachers  
 Association and community-based organizations  
 have provided summer academic programs for  
 2,000 to 3,000 students each year with a focus  
 on English Language Arts and mathematics.

•  Approximately 200 college students, many of them  
 Say Yes Scholars, work in the summer enrichment  
 program each year, leading activities in arts,  
 crafts, music, and sports.

FREE SAY YES LEGAL CLINICS  
ASSIST FAMILIES
•  More than 300 attorneys have provided pro  
 bono legal services as part of the Say Yes  
 Legal Clinics.

•  Thanks to the support of the Volunteer Lawyers  
 Project and the Onondaga County Bar  
 Association, the clinics have provided a direct  
 benefit to 231 Say Yes Syracuse families,  
 representing 442 children and 345 adults.

•  In 2013, 341 Say Yes Syracuse families  
 received legal assistance through housing  
 court. This program benefited 464 adults and  
 797 children facing eviction, keeping them out  
 of emergency housing and saving Onondaga  
 County thousands of dollars per family.

p1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Cyanp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Magentap1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Yellowp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Black



PROGRAM UPDATES

“Say Yes has helped me further realize that 
school is an essential ingredient for success. I 
have met some of the most compassionate and 
inspiring people through this organization, and 
it inspires me to help others.’’

— Jamel McMullin, senior,  
University of Buffalo

“Say Yes Syracuse to me 
means community, brilliance, 
devotion, opportunity and 
beauty. It has allowed me to 
get an outstanding college 
education.’’

— Shaqulia Johnson, senior,  
State University College at Buffalo

NINE NEW COLLEGES JOIN  
SAY YES PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
Nine colleges and universities–including four on the 
West Coast–have joined Say Yes to Education as 
partner institutions.

They are Colorado College in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; Davidson College in Davidson, North 
Carolina; Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; Lycoming College in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania; Occidental College, Pitzer College, 
and the University of Southern California, all in 
Los Angeles; Stanford University in Palo Alto, 
California; and Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

With the addition of these partner institutions, 
the Say Yes Compact has 69 private colleges 
and universities as members. They include 
Colgate University, Cornell University, Duke 
University, Hamilton College, Harvard University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Medaille 
College, Northeastern University, Princeton 
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Rice 
University, Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Syracuse University, University of Notre Dame, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

12711P Say Yes pstr2_outlines_hi.pdf   1   8/27/14   11:18 AM

SAY YES PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR 
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMMING
•  In 2013-14 more than 4,100 Syracuse City  
 School District students participated in after- 
 school programs.

•  Programs are the collaborative effort of the  
 district, community-based organizations,  
 and the Syracuse Teachers Association,  
 whose members serve as lead teachers  
 within each respective program.

•  The program has received funding from  
 nationally recognized education  
 organizations including the Wallace  
 Foundation and the Ford Foundation.

SAY YES BACK TO SCHOOL GALA 
RAISES FUNDS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
THE BACK TO SCHOOL GALA to benefit the Say Yes Syracuse Endowment Fund was 
held this fall at the Landmark Theatre in Syracuse. The gala attracted more than 250 
people, including 21 Say Yes to Education Scholars, whose tickets were sponsored 
by donors. The event raised $130,579. All of the event proceeds were matched by 
Say Yes partner SRC, Inc. The gala was hosted by Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner, 
Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney, and Superintendent of Schools Sharon 
L. Contreras. Miner and Mahoney declared September 5, 2014, Say Yes to Education 
Community Support Day in Syracuse and Onondaga County.

THE SAY YES SYRACUSE SCHOLARSHIP BOARD
The Say Yes Syracuse Scholarship Board was created in 2013 to provide local accountability and sustainability of the 
Say Yes to Education tuition promise. The board is responsible for oversight of the fundraising activities to support the 
Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund and maintains accountability of contributions to the fund, assuring that they 
will be used for their intended purpose. The Scholarship Board also provides oversight of the eligibility and criteria 
guidelines for scholarship grant awards made from the fund.

The 2014-15 Scholarship Board consists of: R. Leland Davis, chair, O’Brien & Gere; Philip Fazio, vice 
chair, SRC, Inc.; Peter Dunn, treasurer, Central New York Community Foundation, Inc.; Janice Turner, secretary, 
Syracuse City School District/Bethany Baptist Church; Anthony P. Marshall, Esq., counsel, Harris Beach; Stephen 
Fournier, KeyBank; Steven Goldberg, Raymour and Flanigan; Melanie Littlejohn, National Grid; Cornelius 
B. Murphy Jr., SUNY ESF; Allen J. Naples, M&T Bank; Mary Anne Schmitt-Carey, Say Yes to Education, Inc.; 
Eric F. Spina, Syracuse University.

SAY YES SUMMER ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM
•  Since 2009 Say Yes to Education, the Syracuse  
 City School District, the Syracuse Teachers  
 Association and community-based organizations  
 have provided summer academic programs for  
 2,000 to 3,000 students each year with a focus  
 on English Language Arts and mathematics.

•  Approximately 200 college students, many of them  
 Say Yes Scholars, work in the summer enrichment  
 program each year, leading activities in arts,  
 crafts, music, and sports.

FREE SAY YES LEGAL CLINICS  
ASSIST FAMILIES
•  More than 300 attorneys have provided pro  
 bono legal services as part of the Say Yes  
 Legal Clinics.

•  Thanks to the support of the Volunteer Lawyers  
 Project and the Onondaga County Bar  
 Association, the clinics have provided a direct  
 benefit to 231 Say Yes Syracuse families,  
 representing 442 children and 345 adults.

•  In 2013, 341 Say Yes Syracuse families  
 received legal assistance through housing  
 court. This program benefited 464 adults and  
 797 children facing eviction, keeping them out  
 of emergency housing and saving Onondaga  
 County thousands of dollars per family.

p1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Cyanp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Magentap1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Yellowp1114072em_Brochure.job 1 B 11/20/2014 Process Black



WORKING TOGETHER TO CHANGE LIVES

Say Yes 

 Update
>> FALL 2014

PROGRAM UPDATES

SAY YES WRAPAROUND MODEL INCLUDES 
MENTAL HEALTH AND FAMILY SUPPORT
•  Mental health clinics are now located in 23 schools in the  
 Syracuse City School District, allowing clinicians to provide  
 critical services during the school day and on site,  
 preventing lost instruction time for students.

•  In 2013, the in-school support collaboration with  
 Onondaga County served 603 families, providing help to  
 748 parents and guardians and 1,623 children.

•  All elementary, middle, and high schools have personnel in  
 place to support students and families around issues related  
 to attendance, behavior, and family relationships.

•  Say Yes and Onondaga County have collaborated with  
 Arise, Contact Community Services, Huntington Family  
 Centers, St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center, and Syracuse  
 Community Health Center to provide these programs.

SAY YES HELPS STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 
WITH COLLEGE AND CAREER PREPARATION
•  Students from the Syracuse City School District are  

offered free SAT preparation classes to help them  
prepare for this rigorous exam used by many colleges  
in the admissions process. This program is a  
collaboration of mentors and tutors from Syracuse  
University and 100 Black Men of Syracuse.

•  Staff from Say Yes, OnPoint for College, Hillside Work- 
Scholarship Connection, and the Financial Aid  
Counselor Network collaborated to support students  
and families completing financial aid forms at several  
FAFSA events throughout the school year. More than  
500 students attended these events in the 2013-14  
school year.

•  More than 450 students participated in SAT prep  
classes in the 2013-14 school year.

•  As new private colleges join the Higher Education  
Compact, Say Yes has given families and students  
the opportunity to hear about what to expect in the  
admissions process from competitive institutions like  
Cornell, Hamilton, and Notre Dame. Our first College  
Access Panel was held at Henninger High School  
last spring.

•  Say Yes Syracuse received a $200,000 grant from  
the Lumina Foundation to support our college access  
programming.

SAY YES SUPPORTS PARENT PROGRAMS
•  Parent University offers parents and other family members  
 a variety of meaningful classes and workshops that will  
 complement their existing skills and provide opportunities  
 for additional growth and development to contribute to  
 their children’s academic and social-emotional success.

•  Parent University classes cover topics such as financial  
 literacy, healthy cooking, computer skills, fitness,  
 and wellness.

“The investments we are making today in our students through the Say Yes Scholarships 
will benefit our community for many years and decades to come. These scholarships 
challenge our students to excel and become productive contributors to the economic 
and social vitality of our region. We are grateful to our community leaders for their 
commitment and collaboration, working together to create an endowment to fulfill the 
tuition promise - an invaluable asset for our community.”

— Lee Davis, President & COO, O’Brien & Gere, Say Yes Scholarship Board Chair

CNY Community Foundation
431 E Fayette Street #100
Syracuse, NY 13202

Donations to the Say Yes to Education Endowment Fund can be made at www.sayyessyracuse.org. The fund is managed by the Central New York Community Foundation.  
Gifts and pledges will be matched by SRC, Inc.

SAY YES – GETTING STUDENTS TO AND THROUGH COLLEGE
•  Since 2009, more than 2,600 Syracuse City School  
 District graduates have enrolled in college with  
 Say Yes support.

•  For those attending public colleges and universities,   
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•  As of June 2013, nearly 90 percent of Say Yes  
 Syracuse Scholars attending private colleges and  
 universities advanced from freshman to sophomore  
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 of graduation. This compares to a national rate of  
 67 percent. For four-year public institutions, that rate of  
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